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dwell at any great length to-night upon this
subject, but from what I have said before it
must be fresh in the minds of hon, members
that the position is impossible. The settlers
cannot pay the rates to-day, and have not
been able to do so in the past. We find that
they are raled, not on the quality of the land
but on the acreage, and from this it will be
seen that it is impossible, nol only that the
good land can bear the rates, but utterly im-
possible for the poor lands to carry them.
We have no land in Western Auwstralia that
can bear the imposition of ihese water rates,
1 trust the Government will deal with the
matler at an early date and relieve these per-
sons. It is not much use placing a load upon
their shoulders which they cannot bear or be
expected to bear. There is a question which
affects the City to a certain extent on account
of its being a nuisance, and also affects the
country, I refer to the sewerage system. This
system, as it is worked at present, means a
direct loss to the country. The whole of the
valugble bye-products of that system is
wasted and being thrown inte the river be-
comes a nuisance. There is a tremendous
guaniity of phosphates of lime and ammonia
wasted in this way. No doubt there are
many other ingredients which are also lost,
and which would prove of great value to
our soils which are deficient in sueh chemi-
cals. TIf the Government wish to make any
alteralion at all and at the same time do
away with a nuisance they should take steps
in the direction of providing facilities to
handle these waste producis so that they
might prove of value to the State through
giving to the soil something which it needs.
In conclusion, T trust that the Government
will give consideration fo the primary. indus-
tries which will so unmistakably respond to
such consideration and will follow on the
wood work ithey have commenced, I have
much pleasure in supporting the amend-
ment.

On motion by Hon. V., Hamersley dchate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 7.45 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took lhe Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Honorary Minister: Report of the
Senate of the University of Western Aus-
tralia for the year ending 31st December,
1915,

By the Minister for Works: 1, Boya
Quarry—Trading aceount and profit and
loss aecount and balance sheet for year
ended 30th June, 1916. 2, State ITmplement
Works—Balance sheet, profit and loss ac-
eount, and manufactnring account for year
ended 30th June, 1916. 3, Beenup Brick-
works— Balance sheet, profit and loss ac-
count, and trading account for year ended
30th June, 1916. 4, By-laws of Yilgarn
Road Boeard re Cyanide and other Poisonons
Waters.

QUESTION—WHEAT MARKETING
SCHEME.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Minister
for Industries: 1, Are the Government
aware that a dividend of an extra Gd. per
bushel is heing paid during this week under
the Australian Wheat Marketing Scheme to
the wheat growers in South Australia, New
Sonth Wales, and Vietoria, and that in the
latter State the producers had previously
heen paid a flat mte of 2s. 6d. per bushel
on their wheat9 , Do the Government in-
tend to ray further sixpence per bushel
to the wheat growers in this State 3, If
so, when will it he available?
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The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: 1, Yes, the payment to this State
is  being withheld by the Australian
Wheat Board pending an arrangement
for adjusting the amount which was
overpaid. 2, Under the Australian Wheat
Markeling Scheme for the harvest of
1915-16 this State can only advanece
to ihe farmer about 2d. per bushel,
the balance of the 6d. per bushel advance
being needed to refund to the scheme over-
paymenis made against certificates. 3, 24.
per bushel can be available as soon as the
money is received. The Government are
now negotiating with the object of securing
a greater advance to our farmers.

QUESTION-—STATE STEAMSHEIP

SERVICE.
Report and Balance Sheet.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Premier: 1, Is it
thie intention of the Government to place on
1he Table of the House the balance sheet and
manager’s report for year 1915-1G of the
State Shipping Serviee? 2, If so, when?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Forth-
with, The balance sheet must be accepted,
however, as being subject to audit.

QUUESTION—STATE BRICKWORKS.
Balance Sheel.

My, ANGWIN: asked the Minisier for
Works: 1, Js it the intention of the Govern-
menl to place on the Table of the House the
balance sheet of the State Brickworks for
year 1915-167 2, If so, when?®

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
i, Yes. 2, Forthwith. The balance sheet
must be aceepled, however, as being snbject
to audit.

BILLS (6)—FIRST READING.
Bilectoral Districts (introduced by the
Premier, for the Attorney General),
2. Franchise (iniroduced by the Attorney
General). .
3. Permancnt Reserve (introduced by the
Attorney General).

—
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4. Roman Catholic Chureh Property
Act Amendment (introduced by
the Attorney General).

Special Lease (Lake Clifton)—iniro-
dueed by the Minister for Lands.

6. Adoptien of Children, Act Amend-

ment (introdueed by Hon. J, D,
Connolly, Honorary Minister).

h

ADDRESS.-IN.REPLY.
Fourth Day—Awmendment.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) [4-42]: I
waa glad to hear from the lips of the Premier
the other night that he looks on the primary
industries, agricultural, pastoral, ete., as
part of the sure foundations of this State.
In a young State, such as Western Aus-
tralia, this must surely be s0. Build up
the primary industries and the secondary
industries will naturally foltow in due course.
I was also pleased to note what the Premier
said about the pastoral leases. Care must
be exercised that the small man is not shut
out, Also, in my opinion, it is absclutely
necessary to make a careful classification
of our pastoral leases. 1Tt is just as neces-
sary to classify pastoral leages as it is to
classify our conditional purchase lands.
The old method was all right for old times,
but the time has arrived when we should
go carefully in this matter. Those of us
who are acquainted with the huge areas
used for pasture know that in many cases
pastoralists own hundreds of thousands of
acres of land very poorly grassed and un-
watered, while others have small areas
richly grassed and well watered. Yet we
find them paying the same rent. The
systemn is absolutely wrong, and classifica-
tion is necessary. Of course, we all know
that the development of the North-West is
also most necessary for reasons which,
obviously, it would be indiscreet to mention.
We are, surely, aware that we must use our
utmost encleavours to populate the North
of our State as soon as possible.

Mr. TFoley : Why as soon as possible ¢

Mr. WILLMOTYT : Regarding our agri-
cultural industry, I am indeed both pained
and surprised to hear hon. members of
this House interjecting to the effect, If
the farmer is helped, God help the country.”
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Opposition members: Who said that ?

Mr. W. D. Johnson: You have no right
to say that.

Mr. WILLMOTT : 1 say, if the farmer is
not helped to keep on producing, God
help the country.

Mr. W. ID. Johnson: Nobody said what
you allege, and you know nobody said
it.

Mr. WILLMOTT: In the past these
unfortunate farmers have had to contend
with bad seasons, with lack of railway com-
munication, and with many other disabili-
ties.

Mr. O’Loghlen:- They have had bad
representation.

Mr. W.-D. Johnson: They claim it is
all due to want of representation.

Mr. WILLMOTT : Even where railway
lines have been constructed in farming
districts, what do we find,? We find what
I consider the inigquitous spur line charge
put on.

Mr. Collier: Whe put it on ?

Mr. WILLMOTT : I do not care who put
it on. That does not affect the guestion.
In my opinion, it was an iniquitous charge.
If prices had been high and seasons good,
the farmers might have been able to pay
these charges ; but, unfortunately, prices
have not been high and seasons have been
bad. We all know what a severe time these
people have gone through.

Mr. Foley : The wheat growers, not the
farmers, have had the best time any wheat
growers in the world have had, absolutely.

Mr. WILLMOQOTT: They have had a
shocking time. Some of them, unfortun-
ately, have gone out altogether. Others
are slowly pulling through, Let us hope,
as far as this country is concerned, that they
will pull through ; and I say that in spite
of the sneers of some members who ought
to know better, Now I come to the dingo

trouble. This subject is, as usual, treated
as a source of joy. Facetious members
laugh.

Mr. Underwood : You do not want us all
to howl, surely, because you are talking
about dingoes ?

Mr. WILLMOTT: Why do not those
hon. members try to grasp the facts as to
the fearful effects of the pest ?

Mr. E. B. Johnston : They cannot realise
it.
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Mr. WILLMOTT:- No; they cannot
realise the injury done, or they would not
laugh. Whatever statements may be made
regarding the pest cannot exaggerate the
damaze done by the dogs. Thousands
and thousands of acres of fenced in paddocks,
well grassed, on which a great deal of money
has been spent in improvements such as
tanks, wells, and 8o forth, are lying to-day
absolutely idle. The owners of the pad-
docks have sold their sheep, because they
cannot keep sheep on account of the dingo
trouble.

Mr. Angwin: Because prices are high.

Mr. WILLMOTT : Prices are high, but
no man will sell good ewes at the present
time if he has grass and water and can keep
sheep.

Mr. Angwin:
would sell.

Mr. WILLMOTT : What do we find?
Many hon. members have never seen o
dingo. Those who have seen them seem
possessed with an idea that the dingo is
a pretty little creature of small size. They
go to the Zoo and see that kind of creature.
But what do we see in the South-West ?
I now exhibit a dingo skin, and T wish to
rernark that thousands of ferocious animals
such as this are roaming the south-western
country at the present day. Just let hon.
members realise that these animals are
travelling in hordes through the South-
West.

Mr. Underwood : In packs.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Yes; in packs like
wolves. This dog, whose skin I exhibit,
killed to my knowledge 228 sheep hefore,
fortunately, he was shot. This one animal
accomplished that destruction. How many
ather sheep this dog killed, 1 do not know.

Mr. Holman: Did the dingo keep o
record ?

Mr. WILLMOTT : Yes: he kept a record
by lining his inside with fat. Those who
know anything about dingoes know how
seldom they are found in a fat condition.
Years ago they were poor, mangy things ;
but to-day the dingo has increased in size
to something that will be a menace to
children going to school in the backblocka.

Mr. Collier : The dingoes are muitiplying
very rapidly in the cut out timber areas
between Busseltonjand ;' Karridale. - There

If he wanted money he
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they are to be found in hundreds or thous.
ands.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Yes; that is so.
Moreover, they are unfortunately increasing
in numbers right through the south-western
district. ¢

Mr. Bolton: The Liberals are going to
give them a vote.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I would put them
in the Labour Vanguard.
Mr. Collier: * To what base uses ™ !

Mr. WILLMOTT : But this is really &
serious question. We laugh, but we should
weep to think of the enormous damage
this pest does year by year. The scalp
bonus, instead of being increased, has been
taken off. Not only should I like to see
the bonus re-established, but I consider
that trappers should be employed and every
possible means eadopled to deliver the
country of this scourge. If the men on
the land have to go out of sgheep, it means
that they will not be able to farm properly.
The pest is found not only in the South-
Waest, but also in the eastern districts and
in the Esperance country, I was speaking
with a man from Esperance only thie
morning, and he told me that the damage
done by dingoes in his district is appalling.

Mr. Underwood : What is done by the
people in the North-West ¥ They do not
wait for the Covernment, but kill the
dingoes themselves.

Mr. WILLMOTT : I draw the attention
of the Minister for Lands to this matter,
and T hope he will give it earnest considera-
tion. If, after due deliberation, the hon.
gentleman thinks that it would be better to
establish vermin boards, I am with him.
Let the pecple help themselvez, as well
as being helped by the Government through
grants and honuses.

Mr. Angwin: We had experience of that
in the Gascoyne case, you know.

Mr. WILLMOTT : That was quite &
different thing. A large sum of money was
handed over to the Gascoyne people, and,
from what I have heard, they had a pretty
good time while the Government grant
lasted. 'The vermin boards I have in mind
would not have sums of Government money
handed over to them, but would be called
upon to tax themselves for the purpose
of dingo destruction.
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Mr, Foley : But do you think they would
do it ?

Mr. WILLMOTT : Yes. I have sufficient
faith in them, The orchardists tax them-
selves to help to get rid of fruit pests;
and why should not the owners of flocks
do likewise ?* In spite of some disparaging
remarks which have been made, I hope
that good will result from the appointment
of a Royal Commission to inquire into the
agricultural industry. Time alone can
show whether good will result. It is no use
arguing on that point now. Let us go by
results when the report of the comrnission
is submitted. No doubt the taking of
evidence and the preparation of the report
will occupy Bome time. It is o use rush-
ing through an undertaking such as that,
which needs to he dealt with carefully.
Next, regarding the timber industry. I
shall not dilate on that subject at length
now.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Why not ?

Mr. Collier: What about the regula-
tions ?

Mr. Underwood : What do you intend to
dilate on ?

Mr. WILLMOTT : I would recormmend
the Minister in charge of the Forestry
Department to give full and careful con-
sideration to the suggestions and recom-
mendations of the Inspector General for
Forests, remembering, at the same time,
that that officer is new to our local con-
diticns. He is not yet fully acquainted
with local conditions; and therefore he
may, in his eagerness to preserve our mag-
nificent forests, perhaps be inclined to
press upon the Minister the making of
regulations of so drastic a nature as pos-
sibly to interfere uncduly with the com-
mercial side of the timber industry. There-
fore I recommend the Minister to go care-
fully into the regulations.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You want to curb the
Inspector General of Forests straight away.

Mr. WILLMOTT : An eager horse always
needs curbing.

Mr. Collier : The regulations have already
been adopted.

Mr. TUnderwood:
gazetted.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What do you think the
Minister should do with the regulations ?

They have heen
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Mr. WILLMOTT: What I have sug-
gested—pive them the most careful con-
sideration. Then, if he considers them
too drastic, it will be easy for him to make
them less drastic.

Mr. Angwin: You believe in paying a
heavy salary to an expert and then refusing
to take his advice.

Mr. Collier: You want to protect the
big interests which came along on a deputa-
tion to the Minister.

Mr. WILLMOTT : I am thinking not
only of the interests of the big men, but
also of the interests of the hewers.

Mr. Collier: The hewers were not repre-
sented on that deputation, but all the big
timber interests were represented.

Mr. Underwood : The hewers are nearly
all in France, fighting.

Mr. WILLMOTT : I do not know much
about the deputation, but I understand
it was a deputation of mill owners, not of
sleeper cutters. However, if the regula.
tions are too drastic—and I say frankly
that in my opinion they are unworkable as
at present gazetted—then I have no doubt
that the good sense of the Minister will be
quite sufficient to ensure their amendment
g0 as to make them workable.

* Mr. Angwin: Which regulations do you
refer to—the increased royalty ?

Mr. WILLMOTT: T have always been
in favour of increasing the royalty. DMany
and many is the argument I have had on
that subject with the member for Forrest
{Mr. O’Loghtlen).

Mr. Q’Loghlen:
increase ?

Mr. WILLMOTT : Yes.

Mr. O’Loghlen: “Why does it not apply
to all, big and small alike, concessionaries
and all ?

Can you justify the

- Mr. WILLMOTT: The concessionaire
is outside the regulations.
Mr. Colfier: Yes:; he is well entrenched

in every possible way.

Mr. WILLMOTT : 'I'he concessions, as
we all know, were granted for the purpose
of initiating the industry in the early
days.

- Mr. O’Loghlen: How do you expect
the small man to compete against the
concessionaire ?

Mr. Underwood : He does not want the
small man to compete.
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Mr. WILLMOTT : The small man has
been able to compete in the past. I say
all this talk about the royalty is a bogey.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Well, prove it.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I know of my own
knowledge that the peopls who say that
they cannot afford to pay 2s. 6d. per load
in the square to the Crown are paying
7s. 6d., 8¢, and in one case as much as
10s. Gd. per load in the equare for timber
on private property which is adjacent to
the railway system.

Mr. O'Loghlen :- Are they doing it now ?

Mr. WILLMOTT : In asmall way.

Mr. Collier: The royalty is largely a
bogey.

Mr. WILLMOTT : I am glad to hear the
late administrator of the Foresiry Depari-
ment say that. I do not propose to take
up the time of the House in dealing at
length with the Premier’s remarks on the
trading concerns. 1 have expressed my
opinion on these in this House previously,
and it is that T am absolutely opposed to
State enterprise interfering with private
enterprise, Regarding the question of the
FEsperance Railway

Mcmber: What about the State saw
mills ¥
Mr. WILLMOTT : I have given my

opinion as to that. ‘1'he Esperance railway
question should be considered with calm
deliberation, and T eannot for the life of
me see why it has heen so often spoken of
a3 a party matter. No railway should be a
party matter in my opinion, and surely no
member in this Chamber would rejoice to
hear thet that huge tract of country is
useless for any purpose,

Mr. Bolton: I think so.

Mr. WILLMOTT : I say that there is no
member in this Chamber who would be
80 unpatriotic ; at least I have yet to learn
that there is such a member. I hope that
the report of the Commission will be such
that the construction of this railway will
be proceeded with.

Mr. Collier : No matter what the report is,
the land has already heen condemned.

- Mr. WILLMOTT: T am a practical
farmer and I have yet to find the farmer
who will allow himself and his land to be
condemned by the report of any analyst. I
have myself had certain soil analyses made
condemning land which is the best soil
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for producing I have. Therefore, 1 say
the only practical way of dealing with this
question is by practical men, and for this
reason I cannot understand the howl which
has been raised, not only here but cutside,
against those gentlemen who have been
appeinted to this commission.

Mr. Walker : The Government is relying
on the commission condemning the land,
that is why.

Mr. WILLMOTT : TPersonally T always
held the hope not only that this railway
would run north and south but that ultim-
ately there would be another line running
east and west to join up with the Great
Southern. If the report is unfavourable,
which I do not for a moment anticipate,
then T, like the late Attorney General, shall
be disappointed.

Mr. Walker :
appointments.

Mr. WILLMOTT : I am not. I say that
the personnel of that commission has been
unfairly attacked.

Mr. Walker : Why ?

Mr. WILLMOTT : Mr. Dempster would
have been the very last man I would have
picked to appoint on that commission if I
had a wish for a report which would con-
demn the railway and the country.

Mr. Walker: Why ?

Mr. WILLMOTT : Common sense angwers
why. The man’s whole interests are there.

I am disappointed at the

Mr. Walker: No; not in the mallee
country.
Mr. WILLMOTT: We had an hon.

member the other evening (Mr. Munsie)
who stated that it was unfair to appoint
him because the line ran through his land,
that he ran cattle there.

Mr. Walker : What nonsense.

Mr. WILLMOTT : IExactly, what non-
gense. I am acquainted with the country.
T was there for 18 months.

Mr. Walker: Then you know wheare Mr.
Dempster lives.

Alr, WILLMOTT: T am quite aware that
Mr. Dempster lives at Esperance; also that
he has a station at Fraser Range.

Mr, Walker: Quile so; that is away be-
yond this eountry.

Mr. WILLMOTT: How can it be possible
Lhat a railway from 30 to 60 miles away will
detrimenially affect Mr. Dempster and his
land? Surely no hon. member will have the
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audacity to say that Mr. Padbury, of Koo-
Jan, is not a man of honour and integrity.

Mr, Walker: Is be a mallee expert? Does
he know anylhing about that elass of coun-
try?

Member: He is a supporter of the Lib-
eral party.

Mr. WILLMOTT: As a matter of faet,
he is a staunch supporter of the Country
party.

Mr. Bolton: 1t amounts to the same thing.

Member: Iie was appointed as represent-
ing 1the Country party.

Mr. WILLAMOTT: I had no knowledge of
the appoiniment of Mr. Padbury.

Mr. Collier: Alex. Monger did.

Mr. WILLMOTT: That is absolutely in-
correct. If the honour of men like Mr. Pad-
bury and Mr. Dempster is to be attacked
in this way we will never get anyone te
aceept seats on commissions at all. I have
the interests of this railway as mueh at heart
o5 anyone in the State of Western Australia,

Mr. Bolton: You used to have,

Mr. WILLMOTT: Aopd I would raise my
voice in strong protest if I thought these
men were biassed in the matter.

My, Collier: Your protesi would not be
worlh twopence.

Mr. Munsie: Have you heard Mr. Demp-
ster’s opinion on this railway?

My WILLMOTT: Am T bound to answer
that question? 1f so, I will answer it by
saying thal Mr. Dempster has expressed
his opinion to me—but what was it¥ When
you see the report you will find out; and
then you will be sorry that you have atlacked
him so readily,

Mr. Munsie:
yet.

Mr, WILLMOTT: You have. You have
attacked him and the whole personnel of
the commission, and T say it was absolutely
wrong (o do so.

Mr. Angwin: A protest came from yonr
executive.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Am I responsible for
my execntive?  Are youn responsible for
what your party is doing to Hughes in the
Bast?

Mr. Angwin: 1 am talking of Western
Australia.

Mr. WILLMOTT: And I am talking
about the Eastern States. It is the wish of

No one has attocked him
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the Country party thal a very full and true
report shall be obtained. I think the only
way to seltle this vexed question of the Es-
perance land is fo bave experimental plots.
1t may be that when the commission arrives
there they will find crops are already prow-
ing and that evidence may be sufficient to
settle the question of the suitabibity of the
soil. 1 have heard all sorts and conditions of
reports about this lIand. I have been told that
ibe wheat is waving there to-day from four
te five feet high and I have been told that

in other places the wheat bhas died
off almost as soon as it got above gronnd.
When you have contradictory reports

hke that, all from people one wounld be
inclined fo fake notice of, then 1 say
there muost be something wrong. Is
it that the couniry is patchy, or that one
Earmer farms on so much better methods
than another? We know that men bave
cleared out from that  distriet - after
having spent years and a lot of
money there. Those men say that whereas
the rainfall is there in inches it falls during
the wrong period of the year. I cannot speak
on this point myself, for during the 18
months I was down there we had very litile
rain, and 1 wag told afterwards that it had
heen a particularly dry season. ‘There must
be, however, something wrong in country
which has an apparent rainfall of from 14
to 17 inehes and yet gives sueh poor resnlis.
I feel sure the Commission will give us the
reason for this, and that as a result of the
investigations of the Commission we shall
be able to properly open up this huge area
of country. T hope that every assistance
which ean be rendered by Government ex-
peris to the Commission will be rendered. I
want {o emphasise this peoint that in my
opinion—and T think hon. members opposite
will agree—it wonld be foolish to have ex-
perts on the board. We want their knowledge
as witnesses.

Mr. Walker: We want experts in both
capacities; one to draw up the evidence and
another to get it from the witnesses.

AMr, WILLMOTT: We ean draw out the
evidence from the experts and can get our
witnesses from the people working and Jiving
in the districts. Ve have been told that some
experts have already condemned the lapd.

Mr. Walker: No experts have condemned it.
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Mr, WILLMOTT: Did Professor Lowrie
ever make any remarks about it? I think
ke did. I am pleased to hear that we are
not going to have a continuance of the ever-
lasting trouble of drawing up two income tax
returns in the future. No taxpayer sbhould
be worried twice a year. Everyone who has
had to fill up that return wonders at the
Lrains of the men who drew up those forms.
1 want to compliment the lale Government,
and also the present Government, on having
men in their Taxation Department who will
nol seruple fo get the tax out of one
whether it is owing or not. If you do not
owe it they will bluff that you do.

Mr. Foley: Tn other words you say the
Taxation Department ara robbers.

My, WILLMOTT : I say they are practie-
ally robbers.

Mr. Foley: Whether you owe or whether
you do not they get it out of you,

Mr. WILLMOTT: I hope that we will
have a chance of laying this matter before
the Premier. I do not think it is right that
we should have a bludgeon held over our
heads. A man makes out bis return honestly,
and what do we find? That the officers of
the Taxation Department say, “How did you
come to expend so much money this year on
your orchard?’ You wrile and explain
that i¢ has been a partieniarly bad year for
pests, and they reply that they cannot accept
that as an excuse. Then again I bave known
cases where they have written to inguire why,
with so many sheep, yvou did net have a
greater increase. How is it, they ask, fhat
yvou had 9900 sheep and no inerease in lambs?
The answer is that the sheep were wethers.
It seems to me that every man who sends in
an income tax paper is looked upon as a
rogue and a seoundrel.

Mr. Collier: They look on vou with sus-
picion right enough.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I am glad that the
recommendations of the select commiitee on
horse-rating are at last going to be carried
into effect. A lot of valuable information was
collected, and I am sure that, when the House
deals with the question, members will find
that the information will be most useful to
them. The opening up of the lime deposiis
in various parts of the State must also re-
ceive early consideration. T was pleased to
hear the Bill dealing with this matter read
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the first time to-day. We have been waiting
long enough for if.

Mr. Angwin: You might have had one last
year if it had not been for the Legislative
Coureil.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I do net hold any
brief for any particular lime deposit. Thank
goodness we are well provided with deposits,
and I believe the rignt should be given to
work all. The bulk handling of wheat is a
question of magnitude and importance, and
the advantages are great, but owing to the
present condition of the Treasury I am
afraid the matter cannot be entertained in
the immediate future. We should in the
meantime get all the available information
regarding this great guestion, though we
should not swallow helus-bolus that which
has been handed to us by those Interested.
Of course they may be right in what they
say, but we should prove they are right by
getling the best information from all parts
of the world.

My, Angwin: There is a very good report
on bulk handling in America by our En-
gineer-in-Chzef.

Mr. WILLMOYT: The working of the
Industries Assistapce Board, owing to the
new system, § hope and trust will relieve
the settiers of some of the annoyances they
have had fo put up with. In that regard,
again iime will tell. T have already in this
Chamber expressed the opinion that better
results would be obtained by having inspec-
tors ont amwongst the farmers than having
them centralised in the office of the board.
Regerding education, the pioneers who go
out into the backblocks must have these
facilities for their children. I am aware
that the cost of education is already very
high, bat hon. members will agree with e
that if we want people to go out into the
back eountry we must he prepared to follow
them up with educational facilities. 1 know
of many instances, unfortunately, where peo-
ple with families of young children have
been obliged to leave their holdings to go
into the nearest townsite to reside, simply
because they were unable lo get together the
required number which would have per-
mitted a school to be established. Of eourse
we all know that the war has made if ex-
ceedingly difficult for the Director of Eduea-
tion to get suitable teachers to fill the many
positions that are vacant. He has, however,
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done remarkably well to keep up the sland-
ard. But I wish to impress upon the Min-
ister for Lands that if he wants to settle
the back counlry in the South-West and
Bustern distriets he must be prepared Lo
follow up the settlers with school facilities.
1f we are to make our great South-West
what il should be we must open the purse-
slrings of the Agricultural Bank. This part
of the Siate is beavily timbered and well
walered, and it will yet earry a very big
population. Funds are not available, and
it is almost vain fo ask that railways should
be buil, The time has come, however, when
the line from Bussellon to Margaret River
should be built. The people who wounld be
served have been down there for many years.
In some inslances the people there have been
waiting for 60 or 70 years for that railway.
I was told ihe other day that they had waited
so long that they might as well wait for
anoclher G0 vears. If that is the way those
people are going lo be treated, how can we
expect them to induce their children to re-
main in that part of the State?

My, Collier: I think we have reached the
stage when we shall have to ulilise all the
unused land alongside exisiing railways he-
fore we bhuild lines in sparsely setlled dis-
tricts,

Mr. WILLMOTT: Quite right. And T
say that those people holding such Iands
should be made to work them or else they
should be taxed so heavily that they will be
forced to dispose of them. When we do em-
bark on our railway construction policy, lhe
line from Denmark to Mamjimup should re-
ceive full consideration.

Mr. Walker: Not until the Esperance line
is completed.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Then the Wilgarrup
to Cranbrook line is worthy of early atten-
tion. If, after the war, we are to have the
big influx of men, which has been spoken
about so freely, then all the lines recom-
mended will have to be built.

Mr. Heitmann: I would like to see youn
pul soldiers on land that will cost £30 an
acre to clear.

Mr. Taylor: It is all very well to talk
about it.

Mr. WILLMOTT: The South-West
sbould have more attemtion than it has re-
ceived. If hon. members, instead of jeer-
ing about the south-western portion of the
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State, only visited it they would form totally
different opinions.

My, Taylor: I have heard that for the
past 15 or 16 years in tbis Fouse.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Regarding the pro-
posed adjournment of the House to enable
members to take part in the conseription
referendum campaign, I do not think it will
he necessary (o adjourn for any length of
time.

Mr. Bolton: One week ought to be sulfi-
cient.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Surely it ought not lo
be necessary in Western Australia to ean-
vass town affer fown and go through the
backhlocks {o try and induce people to voie
on this question. There is hardly anyone
liere who has not some relation or some dear
one either fighting or ftraining, and that
being the ecase there should be no oecasion o
have io bludgeon people to vote for a meas-
ure which, I feel sure, will be carried by an
enormous majority.

Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle) [5.27):
T am dissapointed somewhai with the speech
of the hon, member who has just resumed his
seat, In view of the recent political changes
in which tihe party of whieh the hon.
member is the nominal leader has taken a
prominent part, one would have expected at
least some references from him to the mat-
ter which is one of great importance to the
public of Western Australia. I do not know
whether the hon. member himself was con-
sulted in regard to those changes, neither do
1 know whether, as leader of that party, he
ook any active part in bringing them about,
but 1 do think ihe public had a right io ex-
pect, the first time he spoke, to hear from
him some partienlars as to why he and the
party behind him took the step they did.
Instead of that what do we get? The hon.
member in a somewhat dramatic way
shelters himself behind a dingo skin, and
further than that, he misquotes a remark
made by an hon. member on this side of the
House, which, hy the by, was wrongly at-
tributed to me in the West Australian, and
he attempts to misrepresent the view, not
only of the member who made it but of my-
self towards the farmers.

Mr. Wilmott: On a point of order, is it
a fair statement for the hon. member to
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make that I deliberately misguoted with in-
tent to deceive?

Mr, SPEAKER: If the hon. member
takes exception to the remark it is not a fair
statement.

Mr. CARPENTER: I did not use those
words. I stated that tbe bon. member mis-
quoted a remark of a member of this side of
the House for the deliberate purpose of mis-
representing the views of wmembers of this
side towards the farmers.

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the difTerence
between that uotation and what the hon.
melnbers says? The hon, member takes ex-
ceplion to the remark which was made.

Mr. CARPENTER: If so, T must with-
draw in accordanee with the Standing
Orders; but facts are facts.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not withdrawing
the remark.  The lion. member had better
withdraw firsi and then proeced with his
speech,

Mr. CARPENTER: I withdraw the re-
mark; but [ say that the how. member mis-
quoled a member who made the remark to
which T have referred. He must have seen
it in the Press and must know that he mis-
quoted it.

Mr. Bolton: That is so; there is no douhi
about it.

Mr, Willmott:
Press,

‘Mr. Rolton: Up again!
hit of siring.

¥y, CARPENTER: Al I want to say
following that, is that while T have been in
polities now for some 20 years 1 have never
known of anv Government who laid them-
selves out to help the farmers in every pos-
sikle way as mueh as did the late Scaddan
Government. Nothing that the Government
could do was left undone to help these far-
mers in their times of trial and distress,
and if the hon. member can point to any-
thing which was not done by the late Gov-
ernment in fairness to the farmer and the
rest of the country I would like him to state
it. So far, he has done nolhing of the sort.
He has simply tried to misrepresent the atti-
tude of those who have done more for the
farmers than the Government which he is
now following will ever do if they remain
in office for ever so long. That brings me
to the fact that we have a change of Minis-

I did not see it in the

You are like a
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try, and if I was to be very candid 1 should
say, speaking for myself, that T am some-
what revelling in the faet of being on this
side of the House enjoying all the freedom
of an opposition member.

My, Taylor: Do not start your blood-
thirsty speeches straight away.

Mr. CARPENTER: 1 certainly have had
to restrain myself while on the other side
uf the House in the way the hon. member for
Margaret (Mr. Taylor) has not done,

Mr. Taylor: Wait till you have bheard me
going properly.

Mr. CARPENTER: 1 quite expect the
hon. member will take full advantage of his
liberty as I intend fo do. My only regret
is that we shall not he here long enough to
give vurselves full seope,

Mr. Angwin: We shall he here in the
House all right.

Mr. CARPENTER: It is my conviction
that the change of Government does not re-
present a change in the views of the electors
of the State. I say that deliberately. I do
not helieve that the change of Government
which took plaee lately represents in any
degree a change in the views of the electors
towards the policy of the Labour party.

Mr. Hickmott: What about the Canning
election?

Me. CARPENTER: T will come to that
presently.  What has brought about this
change of Government? First of all we had
shall I say, the moral defection of one sup-
porter of the Lahour Government, which
led to the loss of the Roebourne seat. It is
easv to comprelend, when an hon. member
has neglected his constifuents, that when the
party to which he belonged sends a fresh
man the electors naturally resent their ill-
treatment, and take their revenge against the
parly as well a5 against the man. We have
had a second seat lost as a result of the poli-
tical somersanlting of another member of
the party. ’

Mr. E. B. Johnston:
conlest my seal?

Mr. CARPENTER : The hon. member has
committed that somersault. -

Mr. Munsie: You never went out as a
T.abourite.

Mr. E. B. Johnston:
there.

Mr. Munste: To assist you.

Why did you not

The leaders were
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Mr. O'Loghlen: There bas not been mueh
gratitude shown for the efforts put forward
to help you.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. CARPENTER: The hon. member
was careful when seeking election nol lo
disavow the Labour principle. His whole
grievanee was on account of something
whicll he imagined the late Premier and the
Labour Gevernment had been guilty of
doing.

Mr. E. B. Johuston: Bad administration
and a long series of broken promises.

Mr. Bolion: Bad land deals, and that sort
of thing. They all help.

Mr. CARPENTER: The hon. member
does not quite realise, as he will before long,
that he has simply been made a eat’s paw
of by the Liberals, and that all this booming
and boosting of the Liberal press was not
done for the glorification of Johnsion but
for the defeat of Labour and those prinei-
ples of which up to lately he was an avowed
supporter. So far as the loss of these seats
is concerned, they do not represent any ap-
preciable change in the voice of the electors
towards Labour polities

Mre. Munsie: We only lost the Roebourne
seat by 36 votes.

Mr., CARPENTER: Then there was the
grand coup which took place in the furn-
over of our farmer friends. There has been
so much secrecy about this that ome could
only hope that the leader of that party in
this House, when he first got up to speak
after the change had taken place, would
have given some sort of explanation or an
apology of some kind. We might have ex-
pected from him some reason for the change
taking place and how it was aceomplished.
But we have heen dependent on what had
been allowed to appear in the daily paper,
which has printed what was given it from
the results of certain conferences also held
in seeret. The paper has elaborated upon it
and the result is that the country, at least
some portion of the electors have heen mis-
led into' believing that the change of attitude
on the part of the Country party indicates
that they have grown tired of the Labour
administration.

Mr. Taylor: There was altogether too
much secrecy about it.
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Mr. Foley: There was not much secrecy
at York.

Mr. CARPEXTER: It would perhaps be
out of place to attempt to criticise too
closely the position of members of the
Country party. Personally, I have a great
regard for every individual member of that
jparty, and I believe that so far as they
individually are concerned this feeling is
general on this side of the House. 1 have
before expressed my sympathy, if I may so
put it, that they were in the somewhat
humiliatiog position of being subjeet to the
decision of man, and of a very small body
of men ontside this Chamber. I am glad to
hear, though it is not announced officially,
that this portion of their eonstitution has
been amended to relieve them of that obli-
gation,

Mr. Heitmann: Did you read that latest
book ‘'Gardiner’s opinion of Stannistreet.”’

Mr. Angwin: What about Stannistreet
on Gardiner?

Mr. Foley: They could not print it; it
would have burnt the paper.

Mr, CARPENTER: After lisiening to
their leaders this afterncon one concludes
that, so far as their political prospects are
concerned, they have little indeed to ex-
peet from the ehanme which has taken
place. All that we have heard from the
member for Nelson (Mr. Wilmott) is that
he hopes the Government will do this or
that, that the Commission will report some-
thing else, and altogether an expression of
vague policy of hope for the future as a
resull. of the change. One would have
thought if they were going to sell them-
selves politically they would have made
sure of getting something more than a vague
hope of that sort.

Mr. Taylor: They will soon know some-
thing about it.

Mr. Angwin: Mr. Hamersley’s eleetion
showed what the people thought of it.

Mr. CARPEXTER: I wish to reply to
the interjection made earlier as to the Can-
ning election. This-has aequired some im-
jiortance because our friends on the Jov-
ernment benches have been making a great
song about it on the grounds that it indi-
cates very elearly a great change in public
opinion. Where is the evidence of such a
changet
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The Minister for Lands: Four hundred
and sixty-two.

Mr, CARPENTER: It was a Liberal dis-
trict before, and it returned a Labour mem-
ber. Since the previous election some
hundreds of Labour voters have left the
distriet and gene across the sea. Had it not
been for the dozens of these men who are
at the war 80 per cent. of whom were
workers and Labour supporters, the lon.
member would

The Minister for Lands: Everyone would
have voted for the present Attorney Gen-
eral.

Mr. CARPENTER: The hon. member
would not now he holding the office of At-
torney General,

The Minister for Lands: He would have
been returned by a still larger majority.

My, CARPENTER: He would be hack
in his private office and the gentleman who
previously sat in his seat as Premier would
be here again. The faect that Labour did
not eapture the Canning scat does net in-
dieate in any degree whatsoever any change
of policy or attitude towards Labour poli-
ties, Tt is simply an evidence that hun-
dreds of those who formerly supported
Labour in the distviet had not an oppor-
tunity of voting and if they were haek
again next week and there was another
election they would show a very different
result.

Tke Minister for Lands: You ean have
another election next week,

Mr. Bolton: And get it over before they
come haeck. That is your policy.

The Minister for T.ands: You sent vaur
big gun and I sappose vou will send No. 2
vun next time.

Mr. Collier: You have no more room for
any more bridges, you know,

Mr. CARPENTER: The Government
bave given two great grounds for com-
plaint against the previous Scaddan Gov-
arnment and the first and the largest has
been on the score of finances. Look, thex
say, al the hoge deficit which this
wicked Labour Governmeni are piling up.
I have potnted out more than once previousky
ihat sinee the inaugnration of Federation,
when we lost the conirel of our Cnstoms rev-
enne, this Staie has had nothing but chronic
defleits year after year. And we will con-
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tinue baving deficits until we readjust our
finances, until we call upon the people of this
State to pay more taxation in return for
ihe services they receive from the State. The
Labour Government was honest and courag-
evus enough to make the attempt. The people
who sent them here at the 1911 election gave
the Labour Government a mandate to read-
just the finances, and, in accordance with that
mandate, the Labour Government brought in
a Taxation Bill. What hecame of it? It went
through this Chamber by a big majority; and
then we found what had been found before,
that while nominally the Government of the
country sits in this Chamber, the real Gov-
ernment, the stranglehold, is in another place.
That other place is willing and anxious at all
time to go before the seclion of the people
whieh_ it represents and claim {hat it is non-
party. But when the responsible House, and
the Executive, call upon these people to pay
for their services, then another place asserts
its power, defies the CGovernment and the
people, and says this taxation shall not be
levied.

Alr. Nairn: Aod at the next appeal the
people supporied them.

Mr. CARPENTER: ‘At the next appeal
the Labour Government was returned with 2
majority; certainly a reduced majority, but
still a majority, aunthorised to impose taxa-
tion. The Government again brought in a
Bill, again this House passed it, and again
another place rejected it. It does not maiter
what Government, or what party, helds the
reins of office, there ean bhe no adjustment
of the finances until something is done either
to break that power of another place or to
bring it to subordination to the wishes of the
electors,

Mr. Munsie: They will pass any laxation
which the present Government eares to bring
forward.

Mr. CARPENTER: Possibly in a party
spirit another place—IT will not eall it a non-
party House—may, to save the faece of the
Government onw in office, say, #“Send us up
a Bill and what we would not do for the
Lahour Government we will do for you” I
should not be surprised if that proves to be
tho case. But, until that Howse can be
brought to see the neecessity for readjusting
the financial burden and for raising further
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revenue, it does not matter what Governmwent
15 in oflice, or what party supports them, the
connlry cannot get sound finance. ‘The pre-
sent Government told the people that if re-’
turned to office their first work would be fo
adjust the finances. What have we had thus
far to that end? A paltry tax to fake a pinch
out of the 3d. ticket for which a child pays
to go to a picture show. A greaf statesman-
like proposal brought before the couniry for
the purpose of readjusting the finances!

Mr. Nairn: Your party introduced a simi-
lar proposal.

My, CARPENTER: And in the meantime
the Govermment have given to a section of the
people, in return for support afforded them
on that side of the House, a concession which
will swallow up more than the total sum to be
raised by the proposed taxation. What the
Government have done therefore has simply
been to make the deficit larger than it was;
and the country or at least that portion
of the people which was so blind and misled
as to expect a readjustment of the finances
from this Government is now asking what
tiie Governmeni proposes o do to abelish
the deficit. There is only one answer, and
thal is that the Government are making
matters worse than before, for the sake of
keeping themselves on the Treasury bench.
The oiher day I heard a inan, after baving
read the Dremier’s speech, make remarks
such as I would not care fo repeat—it would
he vut of order. Amongst other things he
said, “It looks to me as though Wilson has
crossed over to the Treasury bench under
false pretnees.”

My, Bolten: That is not ont of order; it
is the (ruth,

Mr. CARPENTER: That man was a
Liberal supporter, whe smeerely believed,
and who was consequently sincerely de-
ceived, that when the late leader of the Op-
position pledged himself to square the
finanees he mennt what he said. The Pre-
mier atlained office by virtue of that pledge
and this man is disappointed, as he had ex-
rected the Premier would keep his promise.
The second ground for crificism of the Lab-
our Government is on the score of the State
trading econcerns. We who have sat on that
{ Ministerial) side of the House have had to
listen session after session for two or fhree
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vears past to a reiteration of condemnation
of State trading concerns. The people have
heen led to believe that the trading eoncerns
were the cause of the loss of a considerabie
sum of money, and they thonght that so
soon as there was a change of Government
something would be done to abolish the
irading concerns and thus save the money
they were Josing. What do we fnd? Tweo
buteher shops have been closed up—a mar-
vellous performance on the part of the Gov-
ernment after having been in offiee nine or
ten weeks. If they go on at this rate they
will he required on the Treasury bench for
the next 50 years, in order to abolish all the
trading concerns. Two bufcher shops have
heen closed, and the State brickworks, I un-
derstand, have stopped working for the
time being. So far the only effort towards
abolishing trading concerns has been to
close up two butcher shops, both of whom
were in districts represented by Labour
members.

Mr. Allen: That is why they were opened.

Mr. Bolton: And why they were closed,
too.

Mr. CARPENTER: I do not propose
dilating on the question of Siate steamers;
we bave had rather Loo much of them lately,
and Ministers eontrolling those deparfmnenis
may be expected to give ug details. I want
in passing to point oul that the hon. the
Premier, and his eolleagues, who set them-
selves up against a policy of State trading,
in doing so sef themselves against the best
economic lhonght and the growing practice
all over the civilised world, The best eco-
nomie writers and thinkers lo-day have
proved heyond ail doubt that private enter-
prise and private competition in industry
and commerce are killing themselves, are
breaking down. Opposition to State trad-
ing enterprises is not the way in which the
more progressive nations are grappling with
this problem. One of the secrets of Ger-
many’s prosperity, which surprised the world
by her peaceful penetration of the world’s
markets, was due fo a recognition of this
factor. Further than that, what has hap-
pened singe the war began?— Conservative
England has. adopted the control of indus-
trv and commerce, a thing which would not
have heen thought possible two years ago,
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Mr. Munsie: They had to do it in the
interests of the people.

Mr. CARPENTER: Exactly. The neces-
sity has been brought home sooner by the
war than it wonld otherwise have been. The
war has emphasised this necessity in a way
nothing else could have done. Yet, in spite
of all this, the Premier and his colleagues
tell ihe people that if they are put on the
Treasury benth they will put a stop to the
practise of tinkering with enterprises and
thus interfering with private enterprise. I
am here to assert that, despite what mis-
takes may have been made in the past, the
poliey of State trading entered upon by the
Labour Government has the approval of a
big majority of the people of Western Aus-
tralia.

The Attorney General: Not of an abso-
lute majority, though.

Mr. CARPENTER: 1t would be a diffi-
cult matter to ascertain the opinion of an
absolute majority, but I am quite willing
that the Premier be put up on one side and
Mr. Seaddan on the other, and the question
submitted to a referecndum of the people,
one to bhe the champion of private enter-
prise and the other the champion of State
trading.  If that were done Mr. Scaddan
would win hands down,

Mr. Allen: Who won the Canning eup?

AMr. CARPENTER: May 1 repeat for the
benefit of the member for West Perth (Mr.
Allen), who was absent from the Chamber,
what I have already staled regarding the
Canning election, that in my opinion the
Canning election was lost to Labour bacause
of the absence from this Stale of hundreds
of Labour voters.  Both grounds for the
criticism indulged by the present Ministry
while on this (Oppoistion) side of the House
have failed to make good, and if one may
judge from appearances, the Government
have no intention of attempting to make
good any promises which the electors have
been led to believe were sincerely made, We
have indieations already that the Govern-
ment have no wish to face Parliament for
too long a period. On the very first day on
which the House met after the change of
Government, the Honorary Minister, sitting
in solitary glory, informed the House and
the country ihat the purpose of the Govern-
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ment was not legislation but administration
That they did not want to spend too mueh
time in Parliament. Aeccordingly, he asked
for a long adjournment and got it, wilh
the help of friends on the cross benches.
Since then the Premier has been careful
to tell the ecountry that he does not
intend to have a very lopng session.
e has also indicated that if members want
an adjournment for the conseription eam-
paign he is guite willing to give it to them,
and I would not be at all surprised if in the
event of someone suggesting an adjourn-~
ment for a wedding or & dog fight be gave
it to vs at once. Ide does not want to be in
Parliament loo much; he likes the seclusion
of bhis ministerial office and, unless 1 am a
false prophet, we shall not be here very long
before we close up again and the Govern-
wment get back into ihe safety of recess and
stay there a very long while. T listened
with much interest to the speech of the Pre-
mier, beeause I bad happened to read the
leading article in a morning journal on the
day the House assembled, and I was very
much amused to find that the writer of that
article had set himself out to tell the coun-
iry just what the Premier was going to say
that same afternoon,

Mr. Bolten: And he said it.

Mr. CARPENTER: It was truly remark-
able, There was something more than coin-
cidence between the points in the Premier's
speech and the poinls in the leading article.
He followed instructions almost to the leiter,
and when 1 heard the Premier I thought,
“IWell, what a waste of time; he might just
as well refer to a certain leading article,
say ‘ditto’ and sit down.” One of the points
whieh it was prophesied he wonld make reail
something like this—

He can point to a reduction of railway
freighls as cvidence of valuable accom-
plishment.

He ean. Tt is valuable to those who recetve
that concession, but to e country at large
it spells robbery and loss. The same writer
also said that the proposal to appoint a
Royal Commission on the agricultural indns-
trv was another evidence of the Govern-
ment’s earnestness; but he did not say ear-
nestness for what. The member for Nelson
{iIr. Willmott) in his speech this afiernoon
expressed the pious hope that mueh good
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would result from that commission, but I
ask my friends opposite if they honestly ex-
pect any practical result whatever from thai
commission. [ do not believe that anyone
of them expects to find any benefit whatever
from that commission’s report. What can
the commission ascerfain and fell us? We
know what is the matter with the agricul-
tural industry. Give us a commission which
can assure a rainfall, and more than half
our troubles will be over. But, what in the
world ¢an a commission do with a subjeet
like that? We know what our wheat lands
can do and what they have dome, but we
must have moisture, and must have it spread
over a certain period of time if we are to
grow wheat.

Mr, Harrison: Are there not any artificial
harriers to the indusiry?

Mr. CARPENTER: Does the hop. mem-
ber know of any?

My, Harrison: Yes, many.

Mr. CARPENTER : Well, the hon. mem-
ber has been here long enough fo have told
us all about them. If there are any artificial
barriers the men who e¢ome here as farmers’
representatives ought to have 'given us that
information long ago, and it is an evidence
of neglect of dnty on their part if they now
tell us that the agricultural commission is
going to give us any new information on the

subjeet. This commission, this bundle of
earrotg-—-

Mr. Thomas: Carrots! What do you
mean?

Mr. CARPENTER: T used that expres-
sign because at ihe recent Farmers and Set-
tlers’ conference one of the delegates said
“We are out for lhe earrots.”

Mr. Holman: T did not know that “Gar-
diner’s goats” ealb earrols.

AMr. CARPENTER: Hon. members who
represent the farmers in this House cannot
lionestly tell us that they expect any prae-
tical resolts from this commission. It is
simply an expedient on the part of a Gov-
ernment that have hung up this question for
1 do not know how long. We have a eom-
mission now in respect to coal, I do not
know for how long that has been sitting, but
I know that since the commisison was ap-
pointed we liave not heard very mueh about
Collie coal. The appointment of that eom-
nnssion has served fo suppress the quesiion
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most effectually aud, I suppose, encouraged
by that example, the present Government
have gaid “Tlis is a capital way of shelving
a question; let us appoint a commission and
we shall not hear any more about it for the
nexi year or two.”

Mr. Wansbrough: Did not your Gavern-
ment appoint a commission?

Mr. CARPENTER: I never heard of it
if they did, I am pulting it from the point
of view of the farmers’ representatives here
when I say they have nothing whatever to
hope for as the result of the appointment
of (his commission. It is merely one of the
bundie of ecarrots dangled befure them and
their supporters in order to justify their
change from one side of the House to the
other at the dietalion of some persons out-
side the House who have not as much interest
in ihe farming industry as they have them-
selves. Let me put this further point to my
friends on the cross-henches:; When negotia-
{ions were proceeding with a view fo drag-
zing them across the Chamber and attaehing
them as a tail to the Liberal dog, there were
two or three propositions; and it was re-
markable Lhat the concessions made to them
were eoncessions at the expense of the Frea-
sury. But the one thing they asked for
themselves, which wonld have cost the Lib-
party something, was emphatically
They said—“Give us lower
railway freights on fertilisers.” “Yes, cer-
tainly’” was the answer. “Give us some-
thing fo help the agricultural industry.”
“Yes, anything you like” “fiive us also a
few seats for ourselves.” “Oh, certainly not.
What more will you expect? Why we are
out fo knoek you out as soon as we can.”
The Liberal party was simply flabbergasted
at the andaeity of the farmers in asking that
cerfain seats should be heid for them, and
hon. members there =old {hemselves foo
cheaply. It was a gift, and the only re-
greb T have is that their political purchase
price does not come out of the pockets of
the men who have got all the benefit, but
comes instead from the pockeis of the peo-
ple. T say it was a venal polilical bargain.
Now a word or two in reference to my
friend the Attorney General. During the re-
cent discussion interest somehow centred
around the Attorney General just as a whirl-
wind someiimes cenires round an empty jam

cral
denied them,
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tin. He has been made the central figure
during the recent fight between the parties.
The Press have lauded him to the skies, He
has been on the goldfields, where they gave
him a brass button, and the Press announced
in large headlines that he was the winner of
a gold medal,

Mr. Bolton: For beauty.

Mr. CARPENTER: And they said so
mueh  about Lim that I am beginning to
wonder whether bhe took himself seriously
and thought it was meant for bim.

The Minister for Works: Were the miners’
union sineere when they gave him the medal?

Mr. CARPENTER : They were sincere, of
cours¢; the miners are always sincere, and
they readily said, “When a man comes up to
do his best, whatever it may be, let us give
him a fair deal.”

The Minister for Works: Then why do you
criticiso him9

Mr. CARPENTER: Just wait a minute.
The hon. member’s leader has expressed some
indignation became someone bhad the temerity
to say hat the Attorney General did not know
anything at all about the mining industry,
and that therefore the appointment ought not
to have been made. Noft only the Premier,
but other speakers, both inside and outside
the Fouse, have been at great pains to assure
us that the Attorney General is an ideal Min-
ister for Mines. Now the strongest con-
demnation of the appointment has come from
ihe Premier himself. Here are his own
words—

We are poing to ecall a mining confer-
ence—

What for?

In crder that the new Minisier may ob-
tain the benefit of the knowledge and the
experience of others, and so embark on
eorrect lines.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr., CARPENTER: Before tea 1 had
quoted the words of the Premier, words used
as a kind of apology and at the same iime as
an attempted justifieation of the appoini-
ment of the Attorney General to the position
of Minister for Mines. I am bound to say
that in the calling of this conference on min-
ing—a conference called in order that the
new Minister for Mines may gain the advan-
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tage of other men’s experience and thought—
the Government have shown considerable of
the wisdom of the serpent, and to that extent
are deserving of congratulation,

The Minister for Railways: Why shonld
not the Government seek assistance?

Mr. Collier: Thers is every reason for
doing so if you have no knowledge yourseives.

My, CARPENTER: I wish, however, fo
take 1nild exception to the efforts which have
been made 1o boost the Attorney General as
a heaven-born Minister for Mines just be-
cause he happens to bhave been fortunate
enough to secure a {emporary settlement of
what might have proved an extremely awk-
ward dispute.

The Minister for Railways: You do not
object to his having secured the settlement,
do you?

Mr., CARPENTER : The dispute had been
pending for some monihs; and acyone—
whether he were Attorney General or an
ordinary citizen—who bad gone to the fields
with authority to give the men three-fourths
of what they were demanding, eould hardly
have failed of procuring a settlement.
I shali not say anything about the
merifs of the dispute. So far as the
inquiry has proceeded, it has ounly shown
that the men had a good ease. The Attor-
ney General was wise enough to recognise
that, and to use his influence with ihe Cham-
ber of Mines—an influence which, perhaps,
a Minisler on the other side in politics
might not have heen able to exercise—to
induce the Chamber of Mines to agree to
the proposal for a Royal Commission of in-
quiry into the standing of the alleged
aliens, which commission of inquiry had
been asked for, The proceedings so far
have gone to show that the men had a
gennine grievance. I trust that the griev-
ance will he remedied and future trouble
thus avoided. But I wish to point ont that
the dispute regarding 1"e employment of
aliens was not in it=eli u mining question.
The lact {hat the Attorney General has
been able to devise a means of seitling that
dispute does not prove that he is a paragon
as a Minister for Mines. As a matier of
fact, the dispute might just as easily have
arisen in connection with the timber indus-
try or the coal mining indnstry, and the
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very same Steps eould then have been taken
to settle it.

Mr. Walker: And generally are taken,

Mr. CARPENTER; Exactly. Therefore,
T say that the Premier, in telling us that
the DMinister of Mines has done all this,
and that therefore the Attorney General
is & paragon as a Minister for Mines, is
quoting evidence which has no hearing.

The Premier: I do not think I used the
word ‘‘paragon’’ at all.

Mr, CARPENTER: I do not think the
Premier did, but the hon. gentleman quated
this proceeding of the Attorney General as
a good and sufficient reply to those who
erificised the Attorney General’s appoint-
men( a3 Minister for Mines.

The Premier: Do not youn think it is a
very good reply?

Mr. CARPENTER: No. I think it has
nothing whatever to do with the ease.

The Premier: You are not generous.

Mr. CARPENTER: The same dispute
might have oeeurred in any other industry,
and any other man eould have done what
the Attorney General did as Minister for
Mines.

The Premier: Your friends on the gold-
fields thought a lot of him, and a lot of
his action.

Mr. CARPENTER: T say Lhat any man
who went to the fields and gave the miners
right away three-fourth of what they
wanted, could not help being popular,

The Premier: The Attorney General did
not give them all they wanted; but he was
given a gold medal by the men. I think
they elected him an honorary member of
the union.

Opposition Members:
eross ?

Mr. CARPENTER: I have referrred to
the lact that the miners were generous and
presented the Attorney General with a
brass union badge. The Press has been
trving to make the public believe that
the men were so pleased with the
Atiorney General’s cleverness tihat they
gave him a gold medal, What they did
give the hon. gentleman was the ordinary
union badge.

The Premier: At Boulder they gave him
a reeeplion, you know,

Was it an iron
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My, CARPENTER: I am nof endeavour-
ing fo detract at ail from the work of the
Attorney General in settling that dispnte;
but I say his work, contrary to what the
Premier would have us believe, is no evi-
dence whatever that the Attorney General
is a heaven-born Minister for Mines.

The Premier: I did not say thaf he was.
I said fhat he had shown that tact and com-
monsense which the member for Boulder
{(Mr. Collier} reckoned my colleague did
not possess.

Mr. Collier: Permit me fo say that T
never offered any opinion about either his
tact or his ecommonsense,

The Premier: Yes; yon did.

Mr. Collier: No.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. CARPENTER: It is an axiom of
wen of long experience in politics that the
most successful Minister has often been the
man without any knowledge whatever of
" the work of his department. I can only
hope, for the sake of the mining indusiry,
that the Attorney General will not attempt
to interfere too much with that industry,
but that be will have sufficient wisdom to
be guided by the advice of his officers, who
do know something of the industry. Other-
wise, this State may experience in gold
mining the same disaster as it is suffering
from to-day in some other industries, owing
to eircumstances which have not been the
result of Ministerial contvol. Before leav-
ing the subject of the Attorney General,
may I say that I have been a little amused
at the dunal personality which he has ex-
hibited during the late eleciion and even
sinee? Ile has conceived a marvellons
knaek of being two persons, when he finds
that this suits him. He tells us fo-day that
he is doing something in his ecapacity as a
private member; and to-morrow, in his
eapacity as Minister for Edueation, he does
something else, Bunt we bave not yet bheard
of his doing anything in his capacity of At-
torney General. I am quite sure, however,
that with all these wonderful capacities
which the hon. gentleman is developing we
shall by and by find him doing something
in an all-round eapacity. It reminds me,
if T may be pardoned for quoting the story,
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of the foreign prince who was also an areh-
bishop, and who was, moreover, very pro-
fane. When he was challenged as to bis
profanity, in view of his sacred office, his
reply was, ‘I am not swearing as an arch-
bishop, I am swearing as a prince.”’ And
thus 1 am quite prepared to find the Atfor-
ney General by and by doing a multitude
of things as a private member, or in his ca-
pacity as wember for Canning, which he
could not, and would not dare to, do in his
capacity as a Minister of the Crown. Ie
is young, and he has been subjected lat-
terly to a good deal of eulogy and lauda-
tion, for party porposes. I am afraid he
has taken all this praise somewhat to him-
self; and T am only sorry that the reporter
of the ‘*Daily News'' sncceeded in draw-
ing him, on the subject of hiz motor ear,
into a little bit of snobbery. The Attorney
General boasted that on a private trip, made
for his own private pleasure, he used his
own molor-car, and not a Government car,

Mr. Collier: He has laid down a docirine
preity reugh on all the other Ministers.

Mr. CARPENTER: The Atiorney Gen-
eral was just then suffering slightly from
swelled head on aceount of the wonderful
things that had been said about him and
done for him. When the sly reporter came
along and gently pulled the Attorney Gen-
eral’s leg on the subpect of motor cars, the
hon. gentleman gave way and indulged in a
little bit of snobbery.

The Premier: Perhaps it was that miner's
badge.

Mr. CARPENTER : T wish to express my
disappointment with the statement of the
Premier regarding what the Government
intend to do for our returned soldiers. Dnr-
ing his election the Premier promised great
ihings, leading many of our soldiers to he-
lieve that something very definite was to be
done as soon as the Government got to work.

The Premier: Did 1?7 Will you quote
what T said?

Mr. CARPENTER: I speak feelingly on
the subject, beeanse every day I come in
close contact with numbers of our returned
soldiers, many of whom are locking for work
and cannot find it. Becanse of that, a bitter
spirit is growing in their hearts, and they
are asking what this country is doing for
them afier they have risked their lives in ils
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defence. And one would expect that after
the promise given by the Premier be would
have laid down a definite and distinet pelicy
as to whal he intended to do.

The Premier: What was the promise?

Mr., CARPENTER: 1 cannot give the
exact words bul the Premier gave the im-
pression that he was going to do something
at onee for the returned soldiers. What
have we been told in the statement of the
Government's policy? Simply a promise that
some time in the futnre it will be necessary
to introduce legislation to provide for the
settling of these soldiers upon the land. T
have to remind the Premier that only yes-
terday in the West Australian there ap-
peared an advertisement that some G5 re-
turned soldiers were seeking employment.
Although the State War Council may be
doing its best to place these men, the fact
remains that the number of unemployed re-
turned soldiers is steadily inereasihg and bit-
ferness is inereasing with it.

The Premier: Your late leader has heen
the head of the State War Council for the
past iwo years.

Mr. CARPENTER : He has not the power
to do more than to recommend employers to
take on men: the War Council have no eon-
irol over industries or the finances.

The Premier: Who has the money?

Mr. CARPENTER: The man who has the
maoney is supposed to bhe the Treasurer of
the State.

The Premier: No fear.

Mr. CARPENTER: Aud if he and his
colleagnes do not get to work at once to
provide work for the returned soldiers they
will be lacking in their duty.

The Premier: T am afraid vou do not
understand the position.

Mr. CARPENTER: 1 want fo know what
the Government intend to doe in this matter.

The Premier: Do you know that the funds
are controlled by the Federal authorifies and
not the Stafe?

Mr. CARPENTER: T have heard that ex-
cuse hefore.

The Premier: It is true; ask your leader.

Mr. CARPENTER: The obligation to
find work for the refurned soldiers does not
rest alone with the Federal authorities, it
rests with us as well. Those men have fought
for Anstralia and for Western Aunstralia.

[ASSEMBLY.)

and the obligation is as much ours as it is
that of the Federal authorities.

Mr. Allen: What have you done person-
ally?

Mr. CARPENTER: I have closed up the
hon. member onee, and I will close him up
again. The hon. member is all noise and
froth, nothing else. We must get something
definite done for the soldiers; it is no use
sheltering ourselves behind the Federal Gov-
ernment, or behind the fact that we are con-
tributing a paltry £16,000, which is less than
Is. per head of the population, for the re-
patriation of the soldiers. We are not re-
leased from our obligations because of that.
Last session, I endeavoured to point out that
the Government had it within their power
to do something, and I referred to the estate
at Yandanookn in connection with which
they could at unee put into operation a
scheme for seftling, at least those soldiers
who were able to go on the lapd. Those
men eonld be given something to do right
away, and with the prospect of becoming
permanent settlers on the land. There is
a large area at Yandanooka, and some of
it has not yet been eleared. 1 see no reasom
why some scheme cannot be devised whereby
soldiers who bave a taslie for that oceupa-
tion can be placed on that estate under the
control of the present manager, Their work
could be carried out on co-operative lines,
and so become part owners of the property
allotted to them. There is also at the pre-
sent time snitable work awailing a good
pumber of men at Rottnest Tsland. The
Federal Government have allotted a saom of
£2,000 to restore the island to the position
it was in before it was made an internment
camp. 1 have already asked the Attorney
Genersl by letter to take a personal interest
in this matfer, and I ask him again if he
and his colleagues are sincere in their wish
to give the returned soldiers a fair deal, to
take into consideration the question of put-
ting these men at work at Hottnest. Weo
have at the present time over there a few
civil prisoners and there is work waiting te
be done, in fact it is ¢rying oui to be done.
The meney granted by the Federal Govern-
ment has heen held back by the Tourist
Department, with the vresult that the
island, which should be getiing into shape
for the next holiday season, is beinp ne-
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glected. The Allorney General should make
a special point of sending a dozen or 20
soldiers now out of work, to the island,
where the officer in charge could have full
control of them. These men could do a
great deal towards improving the island. If
the Attorney General can do what I ask I
will forgive him a great deal that he may
have been guilty of in other directions, We
find that the Government of Vietoria only
this week declared that they bave at the
present time 1,500 blocks of land available
for returned soldiers. The New Souih Wales
Government have made a somewhat similar
statement, and if those old settled States can
find so much land to place at the disposal
of the soldiers, what should we in Western
Australia be able to do? Se far not a single
soldier has been put on the land, and ‘we
have abundance of land which is snitable.

Mr. Allen: You have had two years to do
it in?

My, Apgwin: Have the soldiers been ba-
two years9

Mr. CARPENTER: A few pounds spent
at the present time would be & beginning
and the greater work could be taken in hand
when the soldiers eome back in hundreds
later on.

Mr, Allen: Whom do you blame for that;
why did not your predecessors do it?

Mr. CARPENTER: It was pot my fault.
The hon. member now is {rying to raise dust,
but he cannot do it. He had better hold his

tongue.

Mr. Allen: What did you do when the
soldiers returned?

Mr. CARPENTER: 1 understand the

hon. member is interjecting that I did some-
thing to prevent the soldiers being properly
welcomed on their return. The hon. member
knows he is misrepresenting me. He is only
re-opening an episode whieh he ought to
have heen heartily sshamed of, an episode
of a few months ago when he tried to man-
ipulate the patriotic feeling of the people of
this State for party purposes, and when [
exposed him he was furious.

Mr. Allen: T should think so.

Mr. CARPENTER: And because of that
exposure he has been furions ever sinee.
That is the reason for his interjections to-
night., He is still smarting under the ex-
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posure I subjected him to because of what
he and his Liberal eolleagues were doing in
putling up returned soldiers for Liberal
party work. The hon. member may protest
ag much as he likes. Of course, I know that
the lashing I gave bim has made him sore.
He is sore to-night and be will always be
sore because he knows he was guilty and 1
found him out, Instead of replying to my
charges he went down fo the Liberal League
where he gol behind some lady’s petticoat
and he fried to snipe me from there.

Mr. Taylor : Bebind the embroidery.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair)

Mr., CARPENTER: That is the wonder-
ful eourage displayed by the member for
West Perth. I think he had better held his
tongue. Perhaps now I had betier stop.

Mr. Allen: I think so too,

Mr. CARPENTER: While I recognise
that the present Government got into office
by devious methods, and while I reassert
that the change of Government does not re-
present any change in the attitede of the
electors towards the Labour policy, or those
who stand for that policy, and while the
oceupation of the Treasury bench to-day by
the genilemen on it is an accident of polilies
and nothing else, I am glad that they have
got there for the time being, because they
will soon learn something about the difficully
to which they have closed their eyes during
the past few years. It was very easy for
them to sit on this side and gibe the Labour
Government becanse the finances were geing
behind and because the Lahour Government
were not doing this, that and the other thing.
The first time the new Premier rises to de-
clare his policy, what does he propose? He
proposes to increase the defieit absolutely;
to bring in a paltry amusement tax which
will not produce anything like the amount
which has been given to his farmer friends
who put him there, as the price of putting
him there. The policy of drift that he has
been howling about so long is still continu-
ing. If T were a prophet I should say that
what will happen is this, that we are going
to have a short session with as little legisla-
tion as possible, and a bolt into recess; and
afterwards he will go to London, Then, by
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and by, from the calm security of the Agent
General’s office he will look back and see his
poor colleagues siill struggling with the
difficulties and problems which he himself
could not face. May 1 conclude by saying
that whatever changes may have taken place,
or may take place in the future, 1 believe
that Western Australin has no cause for
despair as to her material prosperity.
Member: We are all agreed on that.

Mr. CARPENTER: The shock and de-
vastation of war has not been felt here, nor
is it going to be felt here to anything like
the extent it has been felt in other parts of
the Empire. We have still a margin of pros-
perity which enables ws to stand up fo it
without suffering privation fo anything like
the same extent others have been called upon
lo undergo. We may have fo put our hands
into our pockets, and still have to go with-
oul many things we have been accusiomed
to having in the past. But I want o urge
upon the Government that this is no time
for heroies in finance. We have simply to
take things as we find them and to mortgage
our future. Had we been fold three years
ago of the many millions of pounds Aus-
tralia has been called upon to borrow for
war purposes, we would have shrunk from
the prospeet, and 1 dare say would have
urged that Australia could not possibly do
it, The war has been a revelation in this
regard, Ii bas shown Australia and other
countries also what the resources of Aus-
tralia are. I believe we have no canse to
despair, and that with the judicious hand-
ling of the revenue, we have fto-day no
necessity whatever for inflicting suffering
upen our poorer classes, that we ean still
keep at least some public works going which
will prevent our people being thrown upon
the lahour market, and from going short of
Ihe neecessaries of life. T make an appeal to
the Premier and his party not to attempt
anything in the way of heroies, or retrench-
ments, as he did when he was previously
Tressurer, when he ent down the muniecipal
granfs and starved the municipal couneils.
One result of that policy in my own disiriet
was that the Fremantle council had to bor-
row £20,000 to put its roads in order, and a
repetition of that policy would he false
economy. I think the Premier, in spite of
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all hie has said in criticism of the late Treas-
surer, will be well advised if he takes a
similar view of the situation, makes the best
of what he bas and looks forward with hope
and confidence to the future, believing that
Australia, which has gone through many
worse trials than the present, will come out
on the right side.

Member: Not worse.

Mr. CARPENTER: Yes, worse trials—I
am speaking now of Australia, not Western
Australia. 1 was in Victoria when they went
through a worse time from drought. In
spit of all we are at present suffering, there
is no reason to despair. JIf the new Trea-
surer will put aside that natural pessimism
which he has heen proelaiming from this
{Opposition) side of the House over the
last few years, and will face the position
eheerfully, we may yet sec the breaking of
the clouds and Anstralia emerging into the
bright sunshipe.

Mr. 8. STURBS (Wagin) [8.7]: One
would imagine, from the amount of eriticism
indulged in to-night, that the Government
had been in office some years, instead of
only a few weeks. A debate on the Ad-
dress-in-reply earvied to exfremes, as it has
heen fo-night and also Jast evening, is nof
in the best inferests of the State.

Mr. Angwin: Then why contiaue it?

Mr. S. STUBBS: It is not my intention
to continue it. TIn the few moments T shall
be speaking it will be my endeavour to deal
with larger and more important affairs
of State ihan have been fouched on by those
sentlemen who recently retired from this
(Government) side of the House, and whose
criticisn might have been delayed until it
had heen proved that criticism was neces-
sary. With a deficit of a million and a-half
the proper thing to he done, it seems to me,
is to see if it be not possible to stop the drift.
That is utterly impossible at the present
junciure without economy in every shape
and form. Heavy taxalion will be necessary
in the future to find the money to payv -
ferest and sinking fund on the 100 million
pounds that have been almost entirely spent
by Australia on the war. We are up
against a hard time. Providence has bhesn
nnkind in sending us wet weather which has
prevented wheat from growing as it should.



[21 SepremeEr, 1916.]

Given good scasons, we have excellent land
in Western Ausiralia, notwithstandiog the
harsh eriticism which fell from the member
for Pilbara {Mr. Underwood) last night,
when he said that Western Australia was
a mood wheat destroying State. Criticism
of that kind is not ealculaled to favourably
advertise Western Australia and bring to us
the population necessary for the develop-
ment of the State.

Mr. Walker: What about the condemna-
tion of the whole of the Esperance district?

Mr. 8. STUBBS: The Esperance district,
in my opinion, will one day prove to be first
class, There are lens of thousands of acres
bétween the Great Scuthern railway and the
Esperance distriet capable of settling hun-
dreds, probably thousands, of families, and
1 believe they will be settled within the next
10 or 15 years.

Member; The land will he condemned he-
fore then by the Royal Commission.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: I do not think so. 1
think the Royal Commision should be given
an opportunity of examining the eouniry
and examining those settiers who are still
there; and if a report is brought in favour-
able to a conlinuation of expenditure of
money voled by Parliament, no member of
this Chamber will object fo that work being
carried to fruilion. But I do not think the
preseni is the fime to criticise the appoint-
went of the Commission. Some men whom
vou meet will tell you that they have been
operating in that district for three years and
that their experience has been that erops
will not grow there—whether it is due to
climatic conditions 1 eannot say-—but they
say they have had enough of it. Others
again claim that the distriet is first class.
In these circumstances surely we may trust
those gentlemen who have been appointed
to inguire, and no possible harm can follow
on the appointment of the commission. In
every agricultural distriet there will he
found men who, unfortunately, have gone
on the land without any experience and stick
to it so long as they can get sufficient money
and other assistanee, I€ Lhey have one or
fwo bhad seasons they lose heart. But that
class of man never yet built up a nation.
For every one man of that class you get in
any district vou will find seven or eight gond
men.

_people.
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Mr. Underwood interjected,

Mr. 8. STUBBS: The hon. member for
Pilbara was given a hearing last night and
[ do not think it right that he should inter-
rupt members representing agricultural
centres. 1 happen to represent a centre
which has proved to Australia that we have
in Western Australia one of the best agrienl-
tural ¢entres in which any man conld settle.
I may say that [ also know that portion of
the Greal Southern eountry which is repre-
senled in |his House by the member for
Kanowna {Mr. Walker), and I believe that
in the future it will be necessary for vs io
build a railway due cast from the Great
Suuthern to open up the agricultural land in
the Esperanece district,

Mr, Angwin: Is the commission going to
examine that country? Yoo know there are
salt lakes down there, too.

Mr, 8. SITUBBS: Referring to th:s very
land in which the hon. member ianterjects
there are salt lakes, I may say that only
vesterday 1 was shown a map prepared by
a surveyor who bas just come in from that
conntry on which are shown 30,000 acres of
magnificent land, which it is boped will be
made availahle for returned soldiers.

Mr. Angwin: There are two million acres
in the Esperance district.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: The pastoral industry
goes hand in hand with agrienlture. Steps
should be taken to prevent the alienation of
large tracts of land in the hands of a few
T do not care whether it be Vestey
Bros. or anyone else, the aggregation of large
areas in the hands of a few people is not in
the besl interests of Western Australia. As
the hon. member has said, {ke land in the
North-West is first class, having river front-
uges. The renis paid for these pastoral
leases should he proporiionately greater than
those paid for leases that have not the faeili-
ties of waler. 1 hope the Minister for
Lands will do his atmost Lo reclassify all

those lands in the North-West, and that
when the time comes for renewal of the
leases a fair renial will be impoged. The

rabbit pest in the North-West, and also in
the Great Southern, is a questien that must
he grappled with. Se, teo, in respect to the
dingo pest mentioned by the leader of the
Couniry party. .Both threaten te bhecome
serions evils, Only a few days ago a set-
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tler who has been five years cast of Xatan-
ping without a holiday, told the Minister for
Lands ihat the rabbits had eaten half his
erop, and that unless he could get some wire
netting he would be compelled to abandon
his holding. Draslic steps should be taken
to exlerminate the pest. I myself can bear
testimony to the raveges of the dingoes. In
my own electorate in one instance they des-
troyed £600 worth of sheep in a month. I
hope that every endeavour will be made to
seltle as many people as possible on the
laud. The country certainly warrants fur-
ther expenditure by the Agricultural Bank
in providing clearing facilities and in the
erection of homesteads for thousands of
tamilies anxious to become good settlers. I
hope, too, that at the close of the war every
-effort will be made to bring a stream of de-
sivable emigrants from the Old Country. I
weannot conclude without paying a tribute to
the mining industry. We all recognise that
but for the wonderful developments which
took place in the mining districts of Western
Australia some 20 years ago, not one half
the population we have would be here to-
day. Although a great many million pounds’
worth of minerals have been extracted from
the mines of Western Ausiralia, it is, in my
opinion, mothing in comparison with what
still awaits the prospector and the men who
can invest capital in the industry. To my
thinking the Minister for Mines has made
a good start. Tt is idle for members oppo-

sife to be eriticising a genileman who has

been in office only some five minutes. They
point fo him as being a man without experi-
ence. What Minister for Mines, I might
ask, appointed by the Labour party had any
mining experience?

Mr. Collier: What do you know about my
experiencey

Mr. 8. STUBBS : If the cap fits you may
wear it, but I did not refer to you. Dur-
ing the last 20 years there have been many
Ministers for Mines, but none of them had
much experience of the industry before be-
ing appointed to office. There are respon-
sible officers in the department, and with the
experience of those genilemen suceessive
Ministers have raipidly become acquainted
with the details of the industry.

Mr. Collier:; T have not heard anyone cri-
ticising the present Minister.
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Mr, 8. STUBBS: Ther you must be deaf.
Two or three members opposite took the
Premier to task for having, as they said,
boosted his colleague, the Minister for
Mines. The Minister has been only a few
minutes in oflice, and it is unjust to criticise
litin before he has a chance to prove himself.
It appears to me that the gentlemen who
have been objecting are very sore at having
been turned out from this side.

Mr. Collier: You are preity sore, too,
about what might have been.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: That is absolutely in-
vorrect.

Mr. Thomas: You are sore over not hav-
ing got what you expected.

‘Mr, §. STUBBS: That is wrong, Sinee
1 have been a member of this Chamber I
have endeavoured to aveid personalities, and
I would not have mentioned the erilicism
levelled against the Minister for Mines if it
were not that it was so unjust. Members
apposite should take their gruel more kindly.
The mining industry is of paramount im-
portance to the prosperity of Western Aus-
tralia, and it will be a sorry day when the
mines in this State no longer commsand the
respect of investors the world over. I he-
lieve there are in Western Australia many
tracts of auriferons country equal to the
Golden Mile. Only recently the Westonia
mines have been brought prominently be-
fore the publie.

Mr. Heitmann:; And very smelly some of
them are,

Mr, 3. STUBBS: That comes with bad
{aste from the hon. member; it does not tend
to induce investors to puf money in those
wines, For my part, I believe that some of
the mines at Westonia are going to prove
wonderfully rich. Given a continned acti-
vity in the wining industry, and a few good
seasons in the agrienltural distriets, the de-
ficit will soon be wiped out. The member
for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) made an al-
together unfair remark about country store-
keepers when he declared them to be the
enemies of the farmers and settlers. T re-
present an agricultural distriet, and 1 hap-
pen also to be the owner of several stores.
Yet 1 have never been an enemy of the
farmer. Indeed T have been his very hest
friend.
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Mr. Carpenter: You are one of the few
exceptions.

Mr. S. STUBBS: No; that is incorrect.

Mr. Heitmann: The member for Pilbara
was merely repeating the words of a ean-
didate in the recent election.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: Some of the store-
keepers have well nigh ruined themselves
in assisting the farmers through the
drought. I believe that a great portion of
the money loaned by the Industries Assist-
anee Board to the farmers will he repaid
with interest in the course of one or two
seasons. Just the same, the Act that was
passed last session is unfair in providing
that the Fndustries Assistance Board shall
take all the money while the machinery
merehants and others have to stand on one
side, the storekeeper being practically the
last of the outside eveditors. T know of
eountry storekeepers who have not received
one penny out of the last harvest. There
shonld be an amendment of the Met. The
present position is this: Suppose a man
owes to the Industries Assistance Board
£200, and to outside creditors £500. 1f he
grows £300 worth of wheat the Industries
Assistanee Board take the whole of their
£200, and the remaining £100 is divided
amongst the outside creditors, as per sche-
dule, the Iast creditor, the storekeeper, re-
ceiving for his portion so little as to be ai-
most nil. Tt is really a serious matter for
seores of men who have their eapital in-
vested and hung up in this direction. I do
not say that the Government were wrong
when they brought in this Aect, but it ap-
pears to me that a little leniency should be
extended to them in that way, and that the
Government, in taking the whole of the meo-
neys owing to them for back rent aud ac-
crued interest to the Agricultural Banlk,
would be aeting more fairly if they took.
say, 23 per cenf. and divided the rest pro
rata amongst the other ereditors. If this
were done it would encourage the farmers
very much. There is nothing more galling
to an honest, straighiforward settler than
io ecome into a town and go to his store-
keeper and say, ‘‘I bave nothing for you;
I have not a peany in the world,”” In faet,
such a man very often eomes into town and
has not the heart to go to the people to
wkom he owes money, simply hecause he is
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ashamed. Tt is not the fault of these wu--
fortunate people, but the fault of bad sea--
sons. If the Government c¢ould devise a
means to assist these settlers I am sure it
would meet with the full support of the
majority of the members of this House. 1
am sure such means would do more to as-
sist and encourage the agrivultural indus-
try than anything [ could mention {o the
House at the present time. I hope that we
shall have a good season and that it will
he prosperous. not only for the agricuftural
industry, but for the mining, pastoral, and
timber industvies. We have, as has been
said, passed through dark and tronblous
times; bnt the darkest elond has a silver
lining and 1 feel sure that a good season
now will, in a few months time, show a
marked effect upon the country. Cycles of
rood and bad vesrs come all over the world.
We have had more than our fair share of
bad luck in Western Australia during the
past three years, and I hope that the end of
it has come, and that we shall begin to pro-
gress and prosper. I should like to say one
word in regard to the treatment extended
to returned soldiers.  Criticism has been
levelled at our Government for not doing
something. 1 am sure that in a few
months’ time we shall he able to show the
House that the sympathy of the Liberal
CGlovernment and Parliament is with the
men who have fought and done so wéll on
the battlefield, on behalf of Australia and
in defence of the British flag.

Mr. Carpenter: Something should be done
now for the men wbo are out of work.

Mr, S. STUBBS: Yes, something should
be done. In Katanning and Wagin strong
committees have been formed and money
raised privately to assist returned soldiers
in those electorates, men who have fought
for their country and returned lo the shores
of Western Australin. Not only are they
heing helped financially, but the business
preople of these towns have guaranteed to
give each of these men employment of
some kind until a Government scheme is
put into operation. If all the country dis-
triels is Western Aupstralia did the same
thing, it would be a step in the right direc-
tion. 1 consider that the people of Western
Ausiralia should stand a tax in order to
give a start to these men, and put them in a
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fair way of becoming prosperous citizens,
especially after the wonderfol work they
have dane for the Empire. I hope that the
session will be fruitful of little legislation.
1 believe that in the past we have had too
much legislation here. What we want is
good seasons and sound administration on
economie lines.

Mr. Walker: And an amendment of fhe
Indusiries Assistance Act and many other
tings.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: I sincerely liope that
the amendment to the Address-in-reply will
be earried and that the House will pass legis-
lalion which will be in the best interests of
the people in this State.

Mr. GRIFFITHS {York) [8.361: 1t is
very pleasing to myself, and no doubt te
members of this Chamber, to see the prom-
inence which was given in His Excellency’s
Speech to the matter of the repatriation of
our returned soldiers, I have before me
this Speech, in which it is said—

1t has now become the duty of those
cilizens living in charge of domestic af-
fairs to see that our great men at the
front shall on their return, not only be
received back after the performance of
valiant deeds and noble duty, with cheers
and gratitude, but that ample provision
be made for their reinstafement amongst
us in such a way that their sacrifices and
sufferings in war shall not be followed by
penury or negleet.

Does this Chamber realise that we are en-
gaged in a bitter and deadly struggle? 1
somelimes think that members do not realise
this. Does this Chamber realise the gravity
of the repatriation of our returned soldiers?
If {hey do, why is not some definite action
taken to try and force the Federal authori-
ties to do something to treat this matter in
a national manaer? Nothing short of direct
taxation will, in any way, he adequate to
grapple with ils very big problem.

Mr. Collier: Your people have a good
deal of influence with them. Why do not
you tackle lhem?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We are told that vel-
wntaryism has been s failure, however gow!l
it might be in regard to the nombers we
have raised to-day in regard to enlistment.
Whilst nol wishing to deery the voluntary
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effort put forward in the matter of enhisi~
ment, I suggest that this has been insuffie-
ient for the needs of the situation. We bave
a voluntary repalriaiion scheme which reads
very nicely on paper and looks very
nice, and i everyone in the community
was a patriot and patriotically inelined, it
might fill the bill. The great objection to it,
however, is that it savours foo much of
charity, Surely those men who are fighting
for us at the Front deserve somcthing better
than to have charily extended to them, and
thalt is practically what this voluntary giv-
ing means. Voluntary giving'at the present
time means that the willing giver is giving,
and giving until it hurts, 1f it filled the bill
and really grappled with the problem it
would not be so bad, but when we find that
the aliens in our midst are dodging their re-
sponsibilities and will be on an even better
footing than the rest of us, the efficiency
of the system does not appear. Those who
are the willing givers will be so much the
poorer, whilst the aliens who are not giving
will be so much the belter off. Nothing
short of compulsion will force many of these
aliens and disloyalists and the slackers in
the community to do their duty as the rest
of the ecommunity is doing it, and nothing
short of compulsion will foree the slackers
into service at the front. Last October, fol-
lowing the member for North Fremaatle, 1
pointed out how serious was the problem
that lay before us. No doubt members have
ta-day read through the casuatity lists in the
West Australion and Daily News. We are
to-day getting back from the Front a lot of
men who, it is admitted by argument and
speeches, are not receiving proper atiention
sueh ag they should receive. If this is the
case now, what is going fo bappen when the
great erowd of men return from the various
hospitals in the 'Old World where they are
now being iaken eare of? It would have
been rather a foniec for us, I think, if the
“BEmden” had put a few shots into Fre-
mantle. We should then have realised that
we were at war. Had the Pacific fleel heen
able to get up to the eapital cities of the
Eastern States T think we should have heard
less of these disloyal uiterances and less of
anti-conseription which is now under way
on the other side. It is only a fair thing that
our boys, who were ready to go and fight
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for us, sbouid be looked after on their re-
turn, and it is a standing disgrace to us
that we are not ready for them now. Last
night that cultured gentleman from Pilbara
referred to the squealing farmers. It was
a classical speech and I hope we shall not
have many more of the kind in the House.
I have before me a report which has been
get out by a body of responsible farmers
which shows the position of wheat growing
in answer to the query, “Does it pay?d”
What the member for Pilbara (Mr. Under-
wood) said in regard to this country being
suitable for wheat growing I will pass by,
because his remarks simply betray his colos-
sal ignorance.

Mr, Carpenter: e has been growing
wheat for five years.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: Then he must be do-
ing so under bad methods. Where proper
methods are employed, and mixed farming
carried on, namely, that of
brought in and utilised, the resnits are alto-
gether different. By means of mixed farm-
ing, if a erop is bad and, particularly in the
dry areas, will not grow sufficiently well to
harvest or be turned into wheat, it can, by
utilising the stock, be turned into mutten or
beef and so minimise the loss. I know very
suecessful farmers who in the past have been
under the impression that wheat coold not
be grown in the Bastern districts, and that
they were only suitable for the growing of
hay. Now it is found that by the introdue-
lion of fallowing, the use of early wheats,
early sowing. and the use of superphosphates
distriets which otherwise were suitable only
for growing bay ecan be made eminently
adapleld for ihe growing of wheat. Many
farmers who have successfully carried on
operaiions in the Eastern belt tell me that
they have even in bad years been able to do
passably well by, as I say, turning what
would otherwise have been a wasted erop
into beef or mutton. Cerfain reports T have
before me should he interesting to gentle-
men on the other side. These reports give
two systems of farming, which are 100 long
io guote. T will, however, briefly summarise
what the writers state at the end of their re-
port—

System No. 1 therefore shows that
under ordinary eirenmstances one man
can crop, take off, and dispose of the pro-
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ceeds of 275 acres with the ordinary im-
plements; and allowing him an average of
11 bushels per acre (which is 1.97 above
the general average for the past 10 years})
and paying him 3s. 4d. per bushel at the
forwarding station (which is also above
the average) he only receives 3s. 814d. per
day for bis work., This does not allow
for any public or private holidays.

I wonder how gentlemen who are in touch

with the Trades Hall would like to Teceive

3s. 814d. for a day’s wage.
This appears quite snfficient to prove that
wheat farming is not a payable proposi-
lion, and the guestion arises as to what are
the most practical means of making it so,
or at least of bringing it to the standard
of Ys. per day already mentioned.

Nine shillings per day is the lowest Trades

Hall wage, or rather the Jowest Arbitration

Court rate.
One method would be to pay the farmer
the present price for his wheat and to
make up the balance by an export duty of
6%d. per bushel. The following figures
show how this is arrived at:—Total acre-
age eropped 1,714,285, yielding (State
average yield 10-53 bushels for 1915),
18,000,000 bushels. Less home consuamp-
tien, 1,870,500 bushels. ILess seed re-
guired, 1,714,285 bushels. Balance for
export, 14,425,215 bushels. To produce
the above quantity of wheat 6,233 farm-
ers would be required, working every day
in the year, Sundays excepted, and, to
hring their remuneration up te a standard
of 9s. per day, a sum of £516,183 6s. is re-
gquired. The wheat used for home con-
sumption at average price of 3s. 4d, pro-
duces £311,456 13s, 4d. Increasing the
average price to presen{ price of ds 9d.
would produce £444,2143 13s. Being an
increase of £132,759 1s. 8d. An export
honus of 633d. on the exportable surplus
of 14,415,215 bushels would produce
£383.304 4s. 4d. Making a total of
£516.183 6s. Which amount would, as
already shown, give the farmer an equiva-
lent to the lowest paid union labour. An-
other method of giving relief would be
by lifting the burden of rents, duties,
freights, etc. For example: Extension of
rents to 40 years would save £9 7s. 4d. per
annum. Abolition of duty on cornsacks £3
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per annum. Reduction of super. freight to
old rates, £4 per annum. Reduction of
insurance to 10s. per cent., £5 per annum:
Being an annual saving on four items a
total of about £21 7s. 6d. The question
of the abolition of import dufies on agri-
eultural implements is too complicated for
the scope of this report, but there is little
doubt that this would bring a big redue-
tion in capital cost, and also in annual ¢x-
penditure for repairs and renewals. The
following table shows the import duties
on some of the essential agricultural im-
plements and supplies. It should be re-
membered that the merchant takes his pro-
fit upon the dnty as well as the price of
the implement, and the loeal manufae-
turer raises his priee to the same level.
Consequently the relief would be much
more heneficial than appears on a enr-
sory glance. Tmporl duty on—Harvester
£14, drill 30 per cent., plough 25 per
cent., cultivalor 25 per cent., duplicale
parts, some 2d. per lb., lubricating oils
34id. and 8d4. per gal, binder twine 344d.
per lb., cornsacks and chaff bags 10 per
cent.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 1Is the hon.
member reading his own remarks or is he
quoiing from a statement?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: This is an extraect.

The following facts are illuminating :—

(a) We pay the highest wages in the

world for hired labour for the production

of wheat. (b) We receive a lower price
than any other wheat-exporting country

(although quoted above such countries)

owing to distance from the markets. (e)

Up to the time of the operations of the

wheat pool, Western Australian wheat

growers received an average of 2d. per
bushel less than growers in other parts
of Australia, although considerably nearer
to the markels than the Eastern States.
(d) Western Australian growers have al-
ways paid more for their jule goods than
growers in Lhe Fastern States. (e) The
average price for freight previous to war
conditions, for five years ending 1914, in
the following ecountries was:—Russia,
234d. per bushel; New York, 234d. per
bushel; Bombay, 5%:d. per bushel; Argen-
tine, 414d. per bushel; Australia, 834d.
per bushel. We hbelieve that ihe
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foregoing tables are in themsclves suf-

ficient to establish the fact that there is

not a living wage in the wheat-growing
industry as it exists to-day.

Mr. Collier: Who is the authority?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The auiborities are
Mr. Maitland, Mr. J. J. Mather, Mr. Me-
Cabe, and My, Stitling Taylor,

My, Collier: Great Scott! The Farmers’
and Seitlers’ Association.

Mr., GRIFFITHS: These are responsible
farmers, men who have large amounts of
capital invesfed in the industry, men who
have heen on the land for years. In par-
tienlar, Mr. MeCabe is 2 man who has lived
on the goldfields, a man who has proved
himself a successfui business man, and is
now a successful farmer, though he is not
yet receiving from farming anything like
the remuneration that he ought fo get.

Mr. Collier: Anyway, you have immor-
talised him by getting him into Hansard.

Mr. GRIFFITHS : Never mind ahout the
immortelising. 1 want to prove to gentle-
men opposite that, clearly, wheat growing
i8 not a payable proposition, and that the
returns from wheat growing would not be
altogether approved of by the Trades Hall

Mr. Collier: Why drag in the Trades
Hall?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Let it be noted, too,
that the miserable piltances quoted are in
many cases for a 16-hours working day. In
Vietoria there is a cry of “Back to the land,”
and there a Royal Commission has been ap-
pointed.

Mr. Collier: Then you have copied that
from Vietoria.

Mr. GRIFTFITHS: Victoria has copied us.

Mr. Collier: I thought that was your idea.
It is not your idea. Ii is a Vietorian idea.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: When we find the
Capital cities of Ausiralia as a whole ab-
sorbing from 38 fo 40 per cent. of the total
populations of their respective States, surely
we must recognise that lhere is reason and
justice in trying to stop such an abnormal
drift to the cities.

Mr. Collier: Now you are on one of Aus-
tralia’s vital problems.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: There is no doubt
about that. T say it is only reasonable and
right that we should do everything we can
to make the life on the farm attractive, to
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try to get for these men who are opening
up the back eountry ressonably attractive
surroundings, to procure for them those
medical, soecial, and general comforts which
are of everyday currency in the eities, which
in the cities are looked upom as the merest
necessities, and which in the country are
conspicuons by their absence. I have heard
a lot about the pamphlet farmer, the spoon-
fed farmer. I should like to take some of
those gentlemen who talk in that fashion on
a trip I propose making very shortly along
the route of the Kondinin-Merredin railway
extension. T would {ake them through Mer-
redin and show them the workers’ homes
erecled Llhere at & cost of something like
£30,000, homes with an elaborate sewerage
system; and then I wounld take those gen-
tlemen to the Merredin railway station and
show them the accommedation provided for
settlers and their wives and c¢hildren—a
mere tabbit huteh in the way of station ac-
commodation for farmers and their wives
and children; a mere rabbit huteh at a sta-
tion where most of the trains arrive in the
early hours of the morning. Some of the
gentlemen given to talking about pamphlet
farmers should compare the lot of the ordin-
ary outback settler with the lot of the work-
ers at North Fremantle, who have adjacent
homestead bloecks at Cottesloe Beach. Let
them compare the lot of the men engaged
en the Wyndham Freezing Works with the
lof of the outback settler. T recently met a
man who had been engaged on the Wynd-
ham freezing works, and I asked him what
sort of a job it was. He said it was a good
job, and he added that all the men there bad
good jobs. ILet hon. members compare the
Iot of those men with that of the pioneers
who are developing the outback bloeks under
sieh hard conditions. As regards the Es-
perance Northwards railway, it is my
opinion that this talk about sali in the soil
is a bogey.

Mr. Collier:
bogey.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T do not believe in if.
I know that in various argricultural areas
of.my electorate there is plenty of salt to be
found. Take Greenhills, which is admittedly
a good wheat-growing distriet. Yet in the
Greenhills district there is hardly a spot

Hear, bear. An absolute
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where tresh water can be obtaned. There is
salt round about the township particularly.
Again, T know of a block owned by a Mr.
Perry, to the north of Kellerberrin, which
admittedly is a good wheat-growing centre.
Some litfle time ago Mr. Perry showed me
where on the creek, all the timber and scrub
having been cut down, the salt had been
making ifs appearance and spreading all
over the land. He let the sernb grow again,
and I suppose the plants are really taking
up the salt as part of their food. At all
evenis, ihe salt is disappearing and the land
is returning to its previous eondition. It is
well known that in semi-dry areas, or aveas
with a light rainfall, sall makes its appear-
ance owing to the rapid evaporation. There
are stretehes of salt lake in semi-dry country
which, i1n a country of heavy rainfall, would
be watercourses. A profusion of salt is
washed down every time rain falls. In con-
nection with the Royal Commission on Iis-
perance lands, objection has been taken to
the personnel. Exception is taken, I ob-
serve, {o Mr. Padbury’s name. As regards
Mr. Dempster, I think that gentleman shoald
be favourable to the construetion of the rail-
way. 1f T had land about Esperance with a
run some G0 miles away, I shounld eonsider
that my fortune had been made with the
construclion of the trailway.

Mr. Collier: But it would make no dif-
ference to Mr. Dempster.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: That is my opinion.
Mr. Padbury T know well. There appar-
ently is some objection to him hecause he is
related to the miller, but T cannot see that
that can detract from the ability of the gen-
lleman who has been appointed to the Com.
mission. Mr. McDonald I know nothing of.
T bave heard one or two comments about
him, some good. some bad, but in regard to
Mr. Padbury and Mr. Dempster I think
both will serve the State well on the Com-
mission. It is up to us to make sugeestions
to the Government which may be of assist-
ance in connection with this Commission.

Mr. Walker: Do you pot thnk that there
should be someone on it who knows some-
thing about mallee land.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Undoubtedly. It has
been menfioned to me also that there shonld
be someone on the Commission with a know-
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ledge of chemisiry, an analytieal chemist for
instance, but I wonld point out that the
members of the Commission can examine
sueh a person snd get all the information
they want from him,

Mr. Walker: But there should be someone
on the Commission who knows something
about it, so as to elicit the information from
the witness,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: At any rate, if we
have any suggestions te make, we should
bring them forward.

Mr. Walker: 1 have done so but they
take no notice of my suggestions.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I would like to ap-
peal to Ministers, in view of the great ex-
penditure that has taken place every year
in regard to jutes, to do something in the
direction of erecting silos at Fremantle.
On going round the country and seeing the
great stacks of wheat which are lying about
one begins to wonder what is going to hap-
pen next harvest, whether the same loss is
going to eontinwe or whether an effort is
going to be made to get the silos erected.
I received a letter to-day from a setiler
who pointed out to me that merchants and
storekeepers are being left, whilst the In-
dustries Assistance Board have iaken for
rent and accumulated interest a sum
amounting to £155. This appears to me to
be extortionate, I appeal to the Minister to
meet a position like that in some way. The
Commission which sat in Victoria in 1914
pointed ont that it was nseless deferring
rents if the State was going to take the
whole of the rent, or accomulated back
rents, out of the one erop. During my ab-
sence from the House I believe there were
some references to the Bulgarians of poli-
ties, the party which sat over here. Do the
hon. members on the other side of the House
remember the time when there was a Minis-
try in power called the James Ministry?

Mr. Taylor: That is a long fime ago.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Do they remember a
little party of Labourites, the nuelens of
the present powerful party? I believe the
present member for Mt Margaret was one
of them. Does that hon. member remem-
ber on one oceagion telling various members
who were standing around that they got
more out of the James Government than

[ASSEMBLY.]

they bave ever been able to get since that
time? Do those gentlemen who talk about
the Bulgarians of politics remember the
quotation from Holy Writ, which says
something about taking the beam out of
your own eye before attempting to take the
motfe oul of the other fellow’s?

Mr. Collier: The only point about it
is that it was not anyone on this side of the
House who made the observation about the
Bulgarians of politics. Why direct your re-
marks to ns?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I would like hon.
members opposite to keep the quotation in
mind. If being one of that part of Bul-
garians means trying to get the minimum
raie of wages to 9s. per day, trying to get
educational, medical and better social condi-
tions for the farmers, then I shall be proud
to remain under the so-called stigma for all
time.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. COLLIER (Boulder) [9.6]: I move—
That the debote be adjourned.

Motion negatived.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (¥orrest} [9.22]: I
am absolutely unprepared to make any
remarks on the Address-in-reply, but I de-
sire to give the member for Kanowna an
opportunity to speak at a subsequent sit-
ting and therefore will fill the breach for
the time being. T realise that the ex-Attor-
ney General has a bundle of material to
quote and that his remarks will take pos-
sibly a couple of hours, as his electorate is
largely affected by the stoppage of the con-
struetion of the Esperance railway, and it
ig hardly fair to expect him to rise at this
hour. My remarks will be confined te that
portion of the Premier’s speech which re-
ferred to matters affecting my own parti-
cular distriet. It will be remembered that
gsome long and aerimonious debates have
oceurred in this House during the past two
or three years concerning the wisdom on the
part of the Qovernment in establishing so
many State coneerns, and particularly em-
barking on such a large expenditure in eon-
nection with the timber industry. Repre-
senting that portion of the State, T desire
to draw attention to the fact that as soon
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as the Labour Government left office, and
their suecessors were established on the
Treasury bench, a new set of regulations
was introduced into the Forestry Depart-
ment, and simultaneously an order for re-
trenchment went forth from the Minister
for Works affecting the axemen engaged
in the South-West.

The Minister for Works:
correct.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The Minister will not
deny that these men were disecharged as
soon as he assumed office,

The Minister for Works: No orders were
sent out by me to any of the managers to
put off any men.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Do I understand the
Minister for Works to say that the hewers
engaged in the Dwellingup disiriet were not
dismissed by his order?

The Minister for Works: No one has
been dismissed by my order since I have
been Minister for Works.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Was no order issued
that simultaneously with the opening of
Crown lands the hewers employed by the
sawmills should be dismissed?

The Minister for Works: Not by my
order and not to my knowledge.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Will the Minister
have any objection to placing the papers on
the table of the House? '

The Minister for
slightest.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: These hewers have,
nevertheless, received their walking tickets
since the present Government came into
office. It has been pointed out that the
State timber department has a large ac-
cumulation of stock. I am not geing to
deal with that aspect of the qnestion fur.
ther than to point out to my Bulgarian
friend that the stock of timber is an asset
equally as valnable as the stacks of wheat
standing at the wvarions sidings in the
eastern districts, So far as we can gather
from the remarks of ihe Premier he s hos-
tile to the continued carrying on of State
sawmills. He stated a few evenings age
that he was not satisfied with the profit
of £2,000 made by the State sawmills; but
I wish to point out that some 500 men are
emploved in the State mills, and the em-
ployment of those men has resulted in

That is not

Works: Not the
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keeping a spark ulive in what was un-
doubted!ly a languishing industry. No in-
dustry has been bit so diastrously by the
war as the timber industry; and that is not
confined entirely to Western Australia.
Here, however, we are depending ¢n the ex-
port trade, and in this regard the lack of
shipping comes into consideration. West-
ern Australia being the largest timber ex-
porting State, we have naturally felt the
pinch harder bere than in other parts of
the Commonwealth. The Premier when
pointing out that he is not satisfied with the
profits resulting from the operations of the
sawmills, should remember that he was at
one time manager of a large timber con-
cern, and I have yet to learn that while in
that capacity he was able to show anything
like a similar profit. It has to be Temem-
bered that after allowing for interest on
the paid np capital invested in the State
sawmill the profit made represents a divi-
dend at the rate of 414 per cent., and I
have yet to learn of any new company em-
barking on a large industry and conse-
quently having to face extensive competi-
tion which has shown a better return. In
view of the fact that the State sawmills
under Government control were established
in pormal times, and that almost immedi-
ately afterwards the war oceurred, I think
it is an exceedingly good result that they
have been able to show profits equal to a
414 per cent, dividend. It is betfer than’
any private company would have done in
similar eirenmstances.

The Minister for Works: Do you say
that a profit of £2,000 is equal to a 4%
per cent. dividend on the ecapital invested
in the State sawmills.

" Mr, O’'LOGHLEN: No. I take ezcep-
tion to the Premier’s statement that the
profit amounts to only £2,000, and T will
seek to demonsirate where he 1s wrong.
The milis have been caleulated to have a
life of 15 years, and I think the Minister
for Works will agree that that is a modest
estimate of the life of those mills, I be-
lieve that for the next three decades at
least those mills will be operated, but their
life has been calculated as only 15 years,
so that it will be seen ample depreciation
has been allowed for in the operation of
the mills. A balance sheet has been laid
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on the Table in aceordance with an Act of
Parliament, and the figures in that balance
sheef disclose that in reality the sawmills
bhave shown a profit of over £12,000 since
their inception.

The Minister for Works:
shown that.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The Premier in his
statement is charging interest on Treasury
balances, when, as a matter of fact, much
of that money is bheing used for the purpose
of carrying on the concern. Apart from

You have not

that, interest has also been charged on the

stack of £00,000 worth of sleepers cut dur-
ing the dark period just after the out-
break of war. The cutting of those sleepers
was undertaken by the State sawmills in
order to prevent unemployment, and when
they undertook to cut sleepers, paying the
men £2 10s. a week, the sawmills depart-
ment undersiood that they would not be
required to pay interest. Does the hon.
Minister for Works consider that a fair
charge ou the operations of the sawmills,
seeing that the money was expended by the
late Government to meet a cerfain purpose?

The Minister for Works: Yes, if you are
going to get the true state of affairs, just
as if you had borrowed the money from a
banker.

Mr. LOGHLEN : T consider it is noi a
fair charge. Prior to the war some 2,000
hewers were employed in the industry, bat
owing to the private mills closing down
there was cousiderable danger of serious
unemployment, and in order to prevent dis-
tress the Government decided upon a cer-
tain policy which would enable those men
to earn up to £2 10s. per week. It did not
matter whelher they were capable of earn-
ing £5, they were still paid only £2 10s.
Their eniploymeni built up this huge stock
of sleepers, and I elaim that the sawmills
department shouid not be asked to carry
the burden of inferest on that money. There
was also another amount of £6,000 whieh
had to be pald by way of compensation to
a shipping company. An hon. member in
another place will be able to give some infor-
mation on this, That eompensation had to
be paid consequent on the cancellation of
an agrement entered into belween the late
Government and the Cook Liberal Govern-
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ment, who cancelled it, with the result that
the State sawmills have had to pay £06,000.

The Minister for Works: If a concern
never had to face bad debts it would always
make profits.

Alr. (/LOGHLEN: But this is a non-re-
curring item. Had the hon. member been
Minister at the time the agreement was made
he would not have anticipated that the agree-
ment would be cancelled.

The Minister for Works: AIl businesses
have always to faee eonlingeneies.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The Minister c¢annot
tell me that private businesses, shipping,
timber, ot any other, have to put up with
similar losses under similar cireumstances.
The class-conscions spirit existing amongst
companies would have prevented the
cancellation taking place. The Premier
has said that he is not saiisfied with
the profit of £2,000, but when it is
considered that the industry has Deen
employing 1,300 men since the war, I
venture to say that the return obtained is a
magnificent tribute to the State sawmills,
1o the mapagement, and to the men con-
cerned. The Minister for Works is aware
thal we have lo-day a considerable amount
of stoek which has already been sold, pos-
sibly £36,000 worth, but there are no ships
to lake it away. All the time the State saw-
mills are asked to pay interest on the value
of that stock, some of which should have
heen delivered, I understand, so far back
as 1913. Owing to the diffienlty in obtain-
ing shipping, interest charges are piling up.
Surely the hon. Minister will admit that,
considering that those mills were established
in normal times, that shortly after their in-
eeption the war intervened, over which
neilher he nor anyone else had any control,
considering further that sales had been
effected bul there are no ships to take the
stock away, it is a creditable record thai
the sawmills have been able to show a profit
under those circumstances, I regret that I
have had to fill the hreach this evening, and
have not had an opportunity of marshalling
all the faets I should have liked. I say,
however, that no matter how heavy the in-
dictment be that may he levelled against
the trading concerns generally; no matter
how heavy may have been the loss on those
concerns whieh it has been decided to close
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up, the State sawmill enterprise has been
carried on through times which have bren
far from normal in a manner wonderfal to
the outside onlooker.

The Minister for Works; They could not
have -existed if they had not the Treasury
behind them.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: I want to remind the
Minister for Works that it has oceurred
time afier time, and it may occur again dur-
ing his period in offiee, that the Treasury
have had to make advances without hope
of pgetting a return from the industry
helped.

The Altorney General: But that 13 no
reason why we should not state the faets.

Mr. Angwin: But they should not be
charged to the trading concerns.

Mr. ("LOGHLEN: Is not the hon. Min-
tster for Works convinced, after his perusal
of the balance sheef, his inspection of the
timher areas and the whole position, that
the sawmills enterprise is a good one?

The Minister for Works: I will not be
drawn into a discussion like that now.

Mr. O’LOGHLEX: Tf every member of
this Chamber eould be taken down to Big
Brook and shown what are undoubiedly the
finest foresis in Western Auvstralia, and as
fine, T think, as any in any couniry, they
would agree with the policy decided upon
by the late Government. We know for a
fact that for vears and years no settlers
could go into that loeality. 1t was too far
from a market and from railway facilities
lo enable settlers to provide homes there.
Since the sawmills have been established
seores of small holders have built homes and
are developing the eountry. They have pot
a local market in what is now one of the
most prosperous districts in Western Aus-
tralin. And I want to know whether those
settlers are to be allowed to ‘retain that
mariet, or whether the Government pre-
Judice against trading concerms is going to
strangle this State enferprise which 1s
showing a profit, or to hand it over 1o pri-
vate enterprise.

The Minister for Works:
going to serap them.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: That at least is re-
assuring. I realise that the Minister would
not be justified in serapping an enterprise

We are not
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which is sbowing a profit after all charges
and every item of expenditure has been de-
bited against the concern.

The Minister for Works: Where would
you charge those items? They have to go
in somewhere.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: I thiok the interest
on the £00,000 should be a direct charge on
the Treasury. The sleepers were ecut for
the purposes of preventing distress being
caused by unemployment.

Mr. Nairn: How much better off would
the State be if that were done?

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: The State would be
no beiter off; but the hon. member will ap-
preciate my point. I do not wamt those
charges saddled on the sawmills in order
to make it look a less profitable concern.
I want to emphasise that the Minister
would not be justified in sacrificing the peo-
ple’s money by disposing of that concern
or by closing it up. Coming to another as-
pect of this question: at the time the Gov-
ernment went into the timber indnstry two
years ago there were 2,400 men engaged
in that work in the South-West—some of
the finest men to be found in any timber
industry in the world. To-day, instead of
2,400 men, I venture to say that there
are not more than 100 hewers engaged.
The Stale sawmills have heen instru-
mental in keeping the timber workers
of the South-West going. They have
been enabled to produce timber near’
their homes and thus to keep their home
fogether. It is true the sawmills depart-
ment decided to close up Crown lands
against sleeper cutting. This was neces-
sary in order to enable them to success-
fully compete nnder the extraordinary con-
ditions prevailing, From time to time small
orders were dribbling through from the
Eastern States. Had the Crown lands re-
mained open to the public the State saw-
mills department would not have been able
to compete, for the reason that private
contraetors would have been able to go to
other localities nearer to the seaboard.
They might have gone to Collie distriet,

where {he expenses of operation and
freight charges are very much less
than  bevond  Bridgetown, and they

would then have bheen in a position to
suceessfully tender against the State saw-
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mills and virtually drive them out of the
market. It might be asked why could not
the State Sawmills Department bave con-
centrated on the same area and beaten
the private contractorf They could not
do this beeause, in every little settlement
in the South-West, the men have their
homes, and they have to stop near to their
homes, and so the State Saw Mills could
not possibly compete with the private eon-
tractor. However, that is all a thing of the
past. The Crown lands have now been
thrown open, and I have read in the
“West Australian’’ telegrams from Bridge-
town, stating that there was a wild rush by
sleeper hewers for new licenses. However,
on making inquiries, I found that not ome
new license had been issued up to last week,
so there cannot have been a very great rush.

The Minister for Works: There eannot
have been many wanting employment.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes, there are, but
nnfortunately no one wants the axeman or
his produet just now. ’

The Minister for Works: I wish T did.
I would like to give employment to a good
many of them.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: A pious sentiment
expressed by the Minister is of but little
practical use, and, indeed, there are a few
who would doubt the Minister’s sympathy.

The Minister for Works: 1 am just as
sympathetic as you are.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Then it is extraord-
inary that in the Dwellingup distriet a nam-
ber of men were discharged only last week

The Minister for Works: If they were
discharged, it was beecause there were no
orders coming in.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: That may be the case,
bui the hon. member has just said that
there cannot be many men looking for em-
ployment. T say there are. What is the
use of throwing open the Crown lands if
there is no call for their opening? With a
great flourish of trumpets we were told
thut the Crown lands had lheen thrown
open.

The Minister for Works: There was any
amount of agitation for the throwing open
of them.

AMr. OLOGHLEN: By whom? You
cannot find 50 axemen in Western Australia
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who have agitated for the throwing open of
Crown lands, .

The Minister for Works: Then who has
done it9

Mr. OLOGHLEN: The traders of the
South-\West, who had a false conceplion of
the position. They did not know what they
were agitating for,

Mr. Collier: The fea and sugar merchanta.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: That is so, but there
has been no genuine demand on ihe part of
the men most concerned for the throwing
open of Crown lands. Only the other day
some of those who had been busy agitating,
remarked to me, “The Crown lands are
open; where are the sleeper eutters?’ Of
course the sleeper cutters were not there.
No one who knew the real position of affairs
could have expected them to be there. See-
ing that the Minister for Works has said
that he had no hand in dismissing Llhe men at
Dwellingup, 1 hope to go to him to-morrow
with a request for the employment of & num-
ber of men.

The Minisier for Works: I will do it if
the orders are there and the Premier sane-
lions it.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Whatl I want to know
is why due eredit cannot be given to those
who have endeavoured to keep the industry
going?

The Minister for Works: You can see my
minute on the subpect.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: If things do not im-
prove there will be a great many more
minutes on the subjeet. Now I ecome to the
guestion of the new regulations wliich have
been issued, for which the Minister for
Mines is responsible. I have not yet had an
opportunity of meeting the new Conservator
of Forests, the nfficer appointed by the late
Government, but I take it that in putting up
those regulations the Conservator of Forests
—17 am not blaming the Minister, becanse I
do not think he knows suilicient of the im-
pori of the regulations to have introduced
them,

The Minister for Works: Which is the one
you objecl to?

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: Those T refer to deal
with the stacking of the tree tops and the
royally charges.

The Minister for Works: It is a mistake.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : Ts it to be withdrawn?
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The Minigter for Werks: It will be con-
siderably altered, if not sltogether with-
drawn,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: If it remains it will
not he enforced, for if it is enforced the
whole of the industry must elese up. I
would not object to the regulation, provided
the employers would bear the burden, but
the tendency in most cases is to make the
workers earry the burden.

The Minister for Works: Every considera-
tion has been, and is being, given to so shape
that regulation that men can work properly
under it.

Mr. OLOGHLEN : The other regulations
are not 5o very important. There is the mat-
ter of the £2——

The Minister for Works: The storekeeper
will find that.

Mr. ('LOGHLEN: There is too much
tendency to put the worker in the hands of
the storekeeper. However, apart from that,
the regulation dealing with brands cannot be
reasonably objected to. The increase of
royalty touched on by the member for Nel-
son (Mr. Willmott) is one of those which
the late Minister for Mines may have agreed
to, bul I am not prepared to agree to it. We
are told by the member for Nelson that we
are not getting enough for our timber. In
normal limes I admit that, but to-day tim-
ber is a drug in the market, just as wheat is.
The trouble is that private and public de-
partments have stocks on hand, and the diffi-
culty is, not in disposing of those stocks,
for there are buyers enongh in various parts
of the world, but in finding hottoms to carry
them oversea The member for Nelson
points out that the Stale should get more.
I would not mind that, provided it was made
to apply equitably, but right through we
find that the concessionaire is exempt, while
the sleeper hewer and the sawmill-permit
holder have to pay the increased rate, which
is superitoposed on other disabilities. Take
one of those disabilities: In the early days
a paternal Government gave those conces-
sionaires Lheir areas along the Darling Range
and within easy reach of railway and sea
port, but during the last few years small
holders have had (o go out long distances
away from trunk lines, beyond even branch
line=, and submit to terminal charges, al
three or four times the distance from the
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seaboard, with the result that the freight
charges have proved a hampering difficulty
almost insuperable to the small permit
holder. Now it is proposed to bring in in-
creased royally charges which are not equit-
able in their incidence.

Mr. Angwin: Revenue must be produced
from somewheras,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Let us resort to taxa-
lion for it. Let every man in this country
pay according to his ability. To strangle a
siruggling industry by the imposition of
charges which cannot be met, owing to the
abnormal times, is not a statesmanlike way
of dealing with the difficulty. —We bave
these peoplec down there operating on a
much smaller scale than do Millars Co. who,
admittedly, have foond diffieulty in meet-
ing their wages claims, Some of these
smaller men could not do it at all, and had
legitimate ¢laims been enforeced against
them, many of these small firms would have
been closed up. But we realise, just as they
do, the difficulty of providing an outlet for
lhe produets of the industry, and conse-
quently the claimants have been moderate
in their demands, with the result that a
number of the firms have been able to strug-
gle along.

The Attorney General: The object of the
royalty is, not general revenue, but reaffor-
estaiion,

Mr., (YLOGHLEN: It means that the ob-
jeet is to get more money for reafforestation.
Which is the better source to get it from,
the firms who bave for 30 years been ex-
ploiting on favoured areas, or the small
men who have had to go right out back
under bampering difficulties? The best way
to get revenue is to put on increased railway
charges and so hit them sall alike. But yon
cannot impose a special condition on a con-
cessionaire. The Minister for Works shakes
hiz head.

The Minister for Works: Caonol you see
that if you increase the charges, the reflex
action will be on the men doing the work?

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN : How are you to com-
pel Millars Co. to pay an equitable share of
this new impost?

The Altornev General: The whole matter
15 under consideration.

The Minister for Works: I do not know
anvthing about their business at all.
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Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I believe you. But
they know all about it, and T guess they are
chuekling a little over the way in which they
are able to escape.

The Minister for Works: You would not
say so if you saw a letter I recently received
from them.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: Of course if I werg in
their place I would make the case appear as
black as I could. On the question of re-
afforestation I have no radical ohjection to
these regulalions, provided the industry, and
not the employee, will pay #. It is a moot
point whether the result of the stacking of
the tree tops, which cost 7s. 6d. a load
here——

The Minister for Works: Anything from
78. 6d. to 158, a load for sawn timber.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Well that 15 not a
fair proposition for the worker, and T am
inelined to think the industry ecannot stand
it. 1 is a moot point wheiher the stacking
of ihe tops is going to have the satisfactory
results hoped for.

Mr, Collier: In normal times the Stale is
enlitled to more revenue for reafforestation,
bt the time is nol opportune now.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: Is the late Minisier
for Mines aware that In every State in
Australia huge snms are taken year by year
for reafforestation, while in Western Auns
tralia this department reaps scores of thous-
ands of pounds of which not a solitary pen-
ny is put back?

Mr. Collier: But the revenue is not com-
mensurate with the destraction of the for-
ests.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: I want a Government
in Weslern Ausiralia to say “we are salis-
fied with the indirect return of the industry,
with the fact that it gives employment to
6,000 men and with the production of rail-
way freights. Let us therefore earmark the
whole of the revenue towards the rejuvena-
tion of the forests to bring it back to a re-
productive state.”

Mr, Heitmann:
nothing.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: We reanlise what the
State has been getling since wav broke out.
The Commissioner of Railways will tell
Parliament what he has been getting from
the timber industry since then, and the

The State would get
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workers who numbered 6,000 and now only
1,200 could tell Parliament what the South-
West was getting when the industry was
going in full swing. We know what the
State is getting from the industry now, and
what it was getting when it was in a bnoy-
ant and active condition.

Mr. Collier: Every industry produces a
big indirect return, but that does not mean
that it is squaring its finances.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: I am not raising any
objection to the imposition of inereased
charges provided they are put on upon
an equitable basis. But I do protest agninst
the small man being hit to the benefit of the
men who are best able to bear the burden.
I protest against the men who closed up
their areas and got out of their concessions
and who have been establisbed in the indus-
try for a long time beiog let off. I am op-
posed altogether o these men escaping their
obligation.

The Attorney General: In the Eastern
States the royalities arve four or five times
greater than they are in this State.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: In the Eastern States
they have been obliged to close down on the
export of timber, and are importing largely
from this State. Consequently traders in
timber in the other States will cheerfully
pay a higher royalty to go into bush which
would not be looked at here, because al-
though they do so they can still snccess-
fully compete against this State.

The Attorney General: That has been so
for many years past.

Mr. ’LOGHLEN: T admit that, We, in
this State, are in a position to export whilst
the other States are not.  The result has
been that we have been carrying trade into
the enemy’s camp and even our State saw-
mill depariment has a good business connec-
fien both in Vicloria and South Australia.

Mr. Collier: As a big importing State we
ought to be in a befter position to pay in-
creased wages.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: Before the war the
timber industry was in a splendid position
and could have stood a far heavier burden
than it ean stand now. But the industry
will come again, I am quite convineed.

The Attorney General: Do you agree with
the royalty but for the warg
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Mr. O'LOGHLEN: 1 do not agree with
the methods applied by which we are going
to hit some people while some others will
escape, In my opinion, the best way to
raise revenue from the industry would be by
means of railway freights which will hit
everybody proportionately the same. If
that is not the correct method surely the
genius, who is now the prineipal officer of
the Treasury beneclies, will be able to devise
some scheme whereby this revenue can be
obtained without its operating harshly upon
& cerfain seetion of those engaged in the in-
dustry. To-day, some of the permit holders
have to pay three times the freight which
was paid by otber favoured companies
within easy distance of shipping facilities.

The Attorney General: Not favoured
companies,

Mr. (LOGHLEN: Favoured by early
Governments of the country throngh getting
concessions af a peppercorn rental,

The Attormey General: Becanse they
opened up the industry.
Mr. OLOGHLEN: Neveriheless they

were favoured and are in a favonred posi-
tion to-day.

The Attorney General: They were not
favoured by any special Government.

Mr. ’LOGHLEN: Comparatively speak-
ing, they are in a favoured position.

The Attorney General: At the time they
were starfing the industry.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: Of course they
started the industry but they got their re-
ward for so doing. Is it fair to ask the
State Sawmills Department, which will be
hit to the tune of £5,000 or £6,000 in in-
creased charges, to successfully compete
against these other people?

The Attorney (General: If it is a payable
coneern £5,000 or £6,000 will not make much
difference to it.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: If the Minister
thinks it is fair to impose new burdens of
this sort upon a new industry and pile on
the charges until it ceases to exist, then if
that is the policy of the Government, let
them wipe it out altogether. Let them put
that poliey into effect.

The Attorney General: You did not take
me rightly.
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Mr. (’LOGHLEN : The Minister says that
this is a paying concern. It would appear
that he is annoyed that the concern has
shown a profit.

The Attorney General: What nonsense.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Ii is not nonsense.
T venture to say that the Premier could not
show the same results when he managed a
fimber concern. He managed a timber con-
cern for many vears, and did not show the
same results as the OState sawmilis have
shown since their inception.

Mr. Hardwick: What market has there
been for timber?

Mr. OPLOGHLEN: What market bhas
there heen for timber during the last two
years, and yet the State Sawmills have been
carrying on without the assistance of any
market outside Ausiralia. They had to
fossick about the Commonwealth and get
what local and interstate trade they ecould
becavse the outside markets were cut ofl
owing to the absence of shipping.

Mr. Hardwick: They must have heen
managed better than the fish stalls were,

Mr. LOGHLEN: Some of the timber
has been eut for 18 months, and the Govern-
ment are paying interest on the amount that
is represented in it. If we could only get
the timber shipred away we should be able
to realise £30,000 or £60,000 upon it, and
that money would be free instead of onr
having to pay interest on it.

The Attorney General: More than that.

Mr. Hardwick: Then all your profits are
on paper.

Mr. O'LOGHILEN: Not at all. This only
demonstrates what a magnificent result the
State Sawmills Defariment has shown in
spite of all the diffienlties which have
afflicted this industry.

The Attorney General: How would wvou
get over the stacking question?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Tt would have stood
over nntil the demand eame again for our
timber, and then by giving reasonable no-
tiee, say three months or so, the tenderors
could make provision for the extra burden
amd it could then be foreed upon them. The
whale question is one of how to keep the
forests from fire. In some parts of oor
forests the peculiar cireumstances existing
would enable us to keep the forest clean by
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having a fire sweep through it without reach-
ing any great volume, On tue other band,
if the stacks were made up and a fire came
alopg it might mean very great heat which
would have a detrimental effect upon the
young limber surrounding those spois. As
1 am nof an expert, however, I do not like
to express a defipite opinion upon the sub-
ject.

The Altorney General; The experts tell
you to stack the heads, while the sawmiller
says “No, let the fire go through in the or-
dinary way.”

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: 1 will not challenge
the opinion of experts. 1 know that
opinions differ on the matter. My know-
ledge is limited to the forests in which I
was working, and the stacking of tops was
not practised there, I am not able to say
whether the disastrons effects of bush fires
would be more pronounced under the pre-
sent system than it was under the system
when tops were stacked. 1 do not wish to
come into confliet with the Conservator of
Forests. Possibly he knows more about the
matter than 1 do, though he may not know
enough aboul the loeal eonditions to warrant
him In imposing certain conditions which
may harmfully affect the indusiry.

The Attorney General: In opinions on
this subject and for those who make repre-
sentations in favour of the stacking of tops
it is a matter of £ 5. d.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: If represents a good
many pounds. Tt is a mest inepportune
time to impose such conditions just now.
I suppose that the Minister gave his ap-
proval for their being brought into effect.
T do not know whether they originated from
the department or from him, but no doubt
he will take the responsibility.

The Attorney General: T hava to take the
responsibility.  The regulations are under
consideration and T am after information.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The Minister will
understand, of course, that I had no inten-
tion of speaking to-night. I have ahsolutely
no notes to kelp me. T have pointed out to
the Minister that T had inlended discussing
the matier with the Conservator of Forests,
bnt although T made several atlempts I was
unable to find him in his office.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Attorney General: I would be pleased
personally fo discuss the matter.

Mr. OLOGHLEN : These regulations are
impossible at the present juncture. The
other day when a big deputation of saw-
millers waited on the Minister for Mines
the leading timber merchant in this slate
Mr. Alex. MeNeil, the big gun in the in-
dustry, said it was a relief to discuss these
technieal matters with a Minister who was
prepared to view them reasonably.  This
was g reflection on the late Minister which
was not deserved. The future of the in-
dustry is rather black, at all evenis for a
period. Seeing that the Minister intends to
give the House the exacl position in rvegard
to these new regnlations and as to how they
will affect the industry, and has given an
assurance that the employees at any rate
will not have to bear the burden, T will await
his announcement with a degree of interest.

The Attorney General: I doubt whether
the announcement will be made during the
course of debate upon the Address-in-reply,
but it will be wade as soon as possible.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : I understand they will
not bhe enforced for the present. I thought
ihat to impose new conditions on an indus-
try whieh has been so hard hif at a (ime like
this did not demonstrate much sympathy on
the part of the Government, side by side
with the fact that a large number of em-
ployees had been dismissed. I do net know
by whose orders these men have been dis-
missed but will eall for the papers. The
industry has a fairly black time ahead of it
now. I think that the member for Nelson
(Mr. Willmott), who claims to be a timber
expert of 20 years standing, should have
dealt a httle more fully with what is one of
bis pet subjects. He has continually advo-
cated the development of our primary in-
dustries, but here is a primary indusiry
right at his door, engaging the services of
handreds of men in the State sawmills, and
vet only three months ago he said that the
Governmen| were hy these mills practically
ruining the timber trade. We want {o know
whether he viewed this matter from the poli-
tical standpoint, or whether he is prepared
to back the Government in any action they
may take either to cease operations or reduce
the employment of the people in the loeality.
The leader of 1he Country party, for
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a party leader, did not sear fo any
great beighls in his speech. In ex-
hibiting a dingo skin and dealing for a
few minutes with unimportant subjects he
did not indicate that the material for states-
manship existed in him. I omly want to
know where be stands in regard to this par-
ticular indusiry. He said at Balingup, only
three months ago, that the Government had
rnined the timber industry; and the infer-
ence from his remarks was that the Gov-
ernment should cease to operate the State
sawmills. The member for Nelson also re-
ferred to other matters connected with the
South-West, stating that the Soulh-West
bad to get more attention from Govern-
ments of the future. 1 want to place on
record, as a Sounth-Western member, that no
Western Australian Government has done
as much for the South-West as the last Lab-
our Government has done—no Goverhment
ever in existenee in this State. If the mem-
ber for Nelson cares to challenge my con-
tention, I will prove it by figures. During
the late Government’s period of office, they
expended a quarter of a million of money
in establishing State sawmills upon & new
area of couniry which was absolutely dor-
mani. There was hardly a man in {hat
country then, whereas to-day there are thou-
sands. The late Labour Government ex-
pended that money in opening up & new
province, containing, as the Minister for
Lands will admit, some of the richest soil in
Western Australia.  They extended the
Bunbwry harbour, and they initiated the
Harvey irrigation scheme. I contend that
the South-West has received more attention
from the late Government than from any
preceding Government. As a South-Western
member, T wish to express the earnest hope
that, at any rate, when the present Govern-
ment fipish their term they will show as good
results in the South-West as the late Gov-
ernment have to show. The member for
Nelson touched on the qnestion of the lime
deposits. saving that an agreement is be-
fore the House now. T venture to assert
that, had it not been for the member for
inrray-Wellington, the present Minister
for Works, the lime works would have been
¢onstructed and the railway in operation to-
day.
The Minister for Works: Why?
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Alr. (YLOGHLEN : Because last sesston,
when the matter was discussed on a motion
moved by a private member, the then Mini-
ster for Works announced that an agree-
menl was all ready. Had it not been for
the suspicious attitude of the present Mini-
ster for Works, the agreement could have
been completed and the works proceeded
with.

The Minister for Works: What suspicion?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The present Minister
for Works then said that before any agree-
ment was drafted the whole of the facts
must be laid on the Table before Parliameni.

The Minister for Works: Quite right.

Mr. (’LOGHLEN: It meant 12 months’
delay. I put the question right before the
member for Murray-Wellingion. I said to
him, “You know we shall shortly be In re-
cess, and if the agreement is held beck until
it can be presented to Parliament the whole
scheme will be hung up” Hansard will
show that I pnt the position thus to the
member for Murray-Wellington.

The Minister for Works: But the railway
conld not have been built without permission
from Parliament, The whole thing running
through my mind was that I did not want
any sugpicion of anything that was not per-
feclly straight.

Mr. Angwin:
straight; that is all.

AMr. OLOGHLEN: I thought at the time
that the member for Murray-Wellington
could at least have trnsted the then Govern-
ment to negotiate that agreement, and could
have permitted expedition to be used, be-
carse the eompany were prepared

Mr. Smith: After the Nevanas contract?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes; after the Nev-
anas contract. However, I merely wish to
express my opinion that, had it not been
for the attitnde of the present Mimister for
Works, but for his being so suspicious at
that time——

The Minister for Works: T safeguarded
the interests of my constituents. I was re-
elected. T do not need to have a feather
bed, like vou.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The member for Wel-
linglon takes good eare to stop on his
feather bed. ¥ am just as much respected
in my distriet as is the present Minister
for Works in his. The hon, gentleman came

I hope you will be as
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to my electorate once to support a candi-
date against me, and that candidate lost
his deposit.

The Minister for Works: I will sapport
another candidate whe will make you lose
yours.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The Minpister is wel-
come to try any time he likes.
The Minister for Works:

with yonr speech.

Mr, (’LOGHLEN: That is really magni-
ficent. The Minister may talk about the
respect his electors bave for him. Members
on either side have pocket boroughs from
which it is almost impossible to dislodge
them. T recognise that the Minister for
Works has a safe seat, and that even if he
did delay the establishment of these lime
works for 12 months his electors do not
mind it. I am quite satisfied.

The Minister for Works: Then why are
you belly-aching?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: That is a worthy ex-
pression to proceed from a Minister of the
Crown. If the hon. gentleman is so devoid
of phraseology as to be unable to express
himself in any other way, it shows want
of intelligence. I desire to express the hope
that when the present Government go out
of office—as they will, for the tide tarns
against all partics—that the South-West
will have reason to be as thankful to them
as it has for being thinkful to the last Gov-
ernment.

My, Smith inferjected.

Mr., O'LOGHLEN: The member for
North Perth wants penny fares. That is
the burning gquestion with the hon. mem-
ber.

Mr. Smith: You want the fares kept up
in order to keep the implement works run-
ning,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Does the member for
North Perth want the implement works
closed 7

Mr. Smith: I will try to get them closed.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That is a frank de-
claration, at all evemls. I regret that I
have lost the opportunity of dealing with
certain fuestions that T ought to deal with;
and I think the member for Kanowna (Mr.
Walker) should be grateful to me for filling

Now get on
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a breach. However, I shall have another
opportunity of dealing with those questions
on the Estimates. I had intended on this
oceasion to deal with various matters. I
had intended to interview to-morrow the
Minister eontrolling the Forestry Depart-
ment, and to diseuss with him the question
of reafforestation. I realise the necessity .
for reafforestation; but, uufortunately, this
is a time in the history of the Western Ans-
tralian fimber industry when it is impos-
sible to embark on innovations without
crippling the indusiry. I do not want to
appear to be pleading for help to that in-
dusiry like some of the farmers in the wheat
helt have pleaded for assistance—assistance
which has been granted to them and for
which they have shown sueh ingratitude. The
timber industry does require help at the
present time. Scores and scores of the best
residents of the South-West are unable to
find employment to-day, ewing largely fo
the action of the Works Department in
dispensing with their services. The hewers
are unable to proceed with the developient
of Crown lands, and are consequently out
of employment. As is well known, a large
proportion of the hewers and other timher
workers are doing their share towards the
largest issue, at the Front. TUndoubtedly
the Sonth-West has borne its full share of
the burden in that respeet. I think I have
filled the gap now, and consequently T will
desist.

On mefion by Mr. Walker, debate
journed.

ad-

House adjourned at 10.10 p.m.



